
1 Corinthians 15 
 

For the past couple of weeks our first reading at daily Mass has 
been going through Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  Paul wrote 

this letter to the Corinthians to address a plethora of problems.  
 

Some of the problems included: Christians were taking their 
fellow Christians to courts; sexual immorality was being tolerated in 

the name of freedom; abuses at the Lord’s table, and divisions over 
spiritual gifts.  One by one, Paul addresses each of these problems. 

 
Earlier this week, Paul used the metaphor of a body to promote 

unity in the church at Corinth.  The body has many parts - a head, 
arms, hands, legs, feet, etc.  However, it’s still the same body.  In the 

same way, the Corinthians have many gifts, and yet they are all part 

of the one body, the Church.  By acting in love, they are called to build 
up the Church’s unity. 

 
 Today, Paul gets to the heart of things by reminding them what 

he says is of “first importance.”   That is, Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, that He was buried, and that He was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures.  In other 
words, the suffering, death, and Resurrection of Christ remain the 

heart of the Gospel.  It is the most important event in history and the 
greatest gift that Paul preaches to the Corinthians. 

 
 In the fifth century, Pope Leo the Great gave a famous homily on 

Christmas day where he said, “Christian, remember your dignity, and 
now that you share in God’s own nature, do not return by sin to your 

former base condition…Do not forget that you have been rescued from 

the power of darkness and brought into the light of God’s kingdom.” 
 

 After addressing a whole set of problems, then, Paul urges the 
Christians to remember their dignity. Christ died and rose again for 

them.  Therefore, they are no longer to walk in darkness, but rather 
live as children of the Light.   

 
 For us today, we, too, must remember the great gift of being a 

Christian.  We have been baptized into Christ’s death, so that we 
might share in the newness of His life.  May we ask God to help us live 

as children of the Light for His honor and glory and our own good.   
 

  
  


