
 Some of you may have seen some of those high stakes poker 
series on TV.  Or you may have even played poker with friends.  I am 

not much of a card player, but can appreciate someone with good 
poker skills. 

 
 Every now and then you will have someone say, “I’m all in and 

slide all their chips in.”  And everyone says, “Oh wow, are you 
serious?”  You think, “He either has a really good hand or he’s crazy.”  

If he has a good poker face, you can’t tell. 
 

 One gets the sense from our first reading that Paul is telling the 
Corinthians that Christians can be “all in” because Christ has been 

raised from the dead.  You can slide all your chips in.   
 

 We must really feel for Paul.  We are at the end of his letter to 

the Corinthians and he has to address so many problems.  Now, we 
see him addressing a doctrinal problem – an erroneous belief – about 

the resurrection from the dead.   
 

 Some were arguing that there is no resurrection from the dead.  
Paul helps the Corinthians draw the logical conclusion from this error.  

If the dead are not raised, then Christ has been not raised.  If Christ 
has not been raised, then not only Christian preaching, but also the 

whole Christian way of living is futile.  They are still in their sins.  They 
will be eternally separated from God.  And they are the most pitiable 

people of all. 
 

 In some sense, then, Christians put all their chips on the belief 
that not only has Jesus been raised from the dead, but that we will rise 

with Him.  And when we put all our chips in, the world says, “They 

either really believe that or they’re simply crazy.”   
 

And they’re right.  If we are right that Jesus has been raised 
from the dead, then we will rise with Him.  There is a big pot – 

communion with God, both in this life and in the next.  We will 
experience perfect fulfillment and joy with Christ, the desire of every 

human heart.  If we are wrong, then we are crazy.  We are the most 
pitied of all people. (cf 1 Cor. 15:19) 

 
For us today, the Lord delights when His disciples trust Him and 

go all in.  There is something frustrating when disciples hedge their 
bets by having divided hearts.  Jesus died and rose again.  For those 

who believe this with their whole heart and live accordingly, they will 
rise with Him.  The risk is high, but the pot is infinite.   


