
With our first reading, we begin St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians.  
Given that we will be making our way through this letter the next three 

weeks, let’s take a moment to give a brief overview of Corinth and the issues 
facing the church there. 

 
First, Corinth was a port city, which was quite large and wealthy.  At the time 
of Paul’s writing, it was about 3-4 times the size of Athens.  Along with this 

wealth came immorality, especially sexual immorality.  In fact, there was 
even a stereotype at the time in which someone become “Corinthianized” or 

“lived like a Corinthian.”  We will get all the dirty laundry of the city in 
reading the letter. 
 

Along with cultural problems, the Church in Corinth faced major moral and 
theological challenges.  In short, the church was a mess.  Here are just a few 

of the many problems Paul mentions in this letter: 
  

 Christians were taking their fellow Christians to pagan law courts;  

 Sexual immorality was being tolerated in the name of the freedom of 
the gospel; 

 There were abuses at the Lord’s table in that some were getting drunk 
and others were left hungry; 

 Some were devaluing marriage given the Lord would return soon;  
 And some were denying that there was even a Resurrection.   

 

Put yourself in Paul’s shoes for a just a moment.  God has called you to be an 
apostle and your task is to somehow take care of this community.  We are 

invited to empathize with Paul and his challenges! 
 
To address these issues, Paul begins his letter by stating, “Paul, called to be 

an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God…” Right way he asserts that God 
has called him to be an apostle of Jesus Christ.  He is letting them know that 

has been given the authority to watch over them.  As their father, not only 
must he encourage them, but he must correct errors which tear at the 
Church’s unity. 

 
Additionally, Paul reminds the Corinthians that they “sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, called to be holy.”  In other words, by virtue of their baptism, the 
Corinthians are sanctified (i.e., set apart) and therefore called to be holy.  In 
some sense, Paul is saying, “Corinthians, remember your dignity.  Become 

what you are.  Live in accord with your baptism.”  He reminds them that they 
are called to be saints. 

 
For us today, it’s comforting to know that we are not the only ones who live 
in challenging times!  If you feel like your life, family, work, or parish is a 

mess, know that God can and will work through it!  Stay rooted in Jesus.  
Buckle down in prayer.  And ask God for wisdom and to use you as an 

instrument of communion and peace.  In doing so, you will be traveling the 
path to sainthood.         


