
1 Corinthians 13 
 

Our first reading from Corinthians is certainly a favorite at 
weddings.  Wedding couples choose it because it speaks about love 

and all its different qualities. 
 

 Unfortunately, the English language uses the word love for a lot 
of different levels.  For example, we might say, “I love pizza or I love 

my mom and dad.”  These are very different levels of love.   
 

The Greek language is much better in that it has four different 
words for the levels of love.  For example, they have a word for love 

between parents and children (storge), love of friendship (philia), 
romantic love (eros), and the self-sacrificial love (agape).  The last one 

is the highest form of love.  It is God’s love for the human race. 

 
In our reading, Paul says what love is not: it is jealous, 

pompous, inflated, or rude, etc.  Additionally, he says what love is: it 
is patient, kind, bears all things, believes all things, hope all things, 

endures all things, etc. 
 

However, the problem is that we hear all these things, we say, 
“That sounds really good,” and then once we leave we forget what he 

said.  God knows that we will probably not remember all these 
qualities.  Therefore, He took it upon Himself to show us what love 

truly is.   
 

You probably noticed that when you walked in the sanctuary, 
there is a big crucifix right in the center.  Sometimes we take it for 

granted or do not even notice it.  However, again and again the 

crucifix says, “This is what love looks like.”  Jesus freely and faithful 
laid down His life for you – all the way to the end – so that you might 

have life.  Jesus embodies what it truly means to love!  Anything that 
is contrary to Jesus and His self-sacrificial love is not love at all.  It is a 

lie.   
 

Furthermore, Jesus didn’t just die and leave us as orphans trying 
to love as He loves.  No, He gives us the Holy Spirit – His own spirit – 

so that we can love as He loves.  Jesus empowers us to love as He 
loved us.  May we always draw close to Jesus, who not only says, “This 

is how you love,” but also helps us to live His love.          


