
 Yesterday our lectionary began First Peter.  Whenever we begin a 
letter in the bible, I try to give a little background so as to put the letter 

in its proper context. 
 

 Traditionally, the letter is dated in the 60’s, just a few of years 
before Peter was martyred in Rome.  The letter is written from “Babylon,” 

which was a figurative reference to Rome.   
 

 Peter writes to the Christians in the provinces of Asia Minor, or 
what is modern-day Turkey.  He refers to them as exiles of the 

dispersion.  In Peter’s mind, Christians are strangers and exiles in this 
world.  Their true homeland is in heaven. 

 
 First Peter is a pastoral letter written to young churches perplexed 

by the growing hostility toward Christians.  In Peter’s time, persecution 
toward Christians was becoming more intense.  Peter, then, writes to 

remind Christians that hardships are integral for making Christians more 
like Christ.  Essentially, Jesus is being re-presented in the lives of 
Christians suffering persecution. 

 
 Today’s verses are delightful.  Interestingly, Peter says that the 

prophets (think of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel) possessed the spirit of 
Christ.  That is, “God’s breath” or the Holy Spirit inspired them to write 

about the sufferings that Christ would fulfill.  The most obvious example 
is Isaiah 53.   

 
 In fact, Isaiah 52:13-53:12 is read on Good Friday.  These verses 

speak of a suffering servant who bore our infirmities and endured our 
sufferings.  According to Peter, these sufferings proclaimed by the 

prophets and fulfilled by Christ are now announced to the recipients of 
this letter.  They are invited to share in Christ’s sufferings.     

 
 Additionally, Peter spells out some practical implications.  If Jesus 
fulfilled the writings of the prophets through His suffering, death, and 

Resurrection, then He is the one whom they (and we!) can set our hopes 
upon.  Our hope in Christ, in turn, shapes our moral life (i.e., our life in 

Christ).  In other words, our faith shapes our everyday life.   
  

 For us today, it is good to take a step back and ask, “Why do I do 
certain things?  Why do I refrain from certain things?”  Much of our moral 

life as Catholics is counter-cultural.  This makes sense as Christ and His 
actions were as well.  In a couple of chapters, Peter will remind us to 

“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for your hope.” (1 Peter 3:15)         


