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 In our first reading, we will be drawing from the first book of Samuel 

for the next couple of weeks.  In terms of salvation history, the Jewish 

people have been brought into the Promised Land.  For about 200 years, 

there really isn’t a centralized government – no king or centralized leader.   

 Basically, leadership is relegated to each tribe in the land.  So that 

there is some type of leadership, YHWH raised up a charismatic leader every 

now and then known as a “judge” who brought Israel back to right worship.  

There are 12 judges in all – one for each tribe in Israel. 

 The first book of Samuel, which we hear from today, recounts how 

Israel moved away from a non-centralized government to a monarchy, or a 

form of government where the power is held by a single person (i.e., a 

king).  The prophet who will anoint the first two kings (Saul and David) is 

Samuel.  He is the last of the judges.     

 In our first reading today, we hear about Samuel’s mother Hannah, 

who is childless.  It’s quite amazing actually the number of biblical women 

who struggle with fertility, but then bring forth a very notable child.  For 

example, Sarah, the wife of Abraham, did not bear Isaac until she was 90 

years old.  It was through Isaac that God carried out the promises He made 

to Abraham. 

 Today, we hear that Hannah desperately wants a child.  She prays to 

the Lord, weeping copiously.  If God is willing to grant her request, she will 

dedicate him to the Lord.  Eli, the priest of the temple, mistakenly believes 

she is drunk.  Later, we will hear that Eli is a weak father in that he fails to 

correct his sons.  Here, we see that he judges by appearances.   

 For us today, Hannah is a very inspiring character.  Against all hope, 

she prays asking for a son.  Additionally, when she meets opposition with Eli, 

she persists and is rewarded.     

 Oftentimes, like Hannah we ask something of the Lord and there is no 

response.  Additionally, like Hannah we meet resistance.  What have you 

asked of the Lord where there is no response?  What has been your 

response?  And when you meet resistance, how do you respond?   

 In the end, God is God and He knows what He is about.  As we will 

see, He brought forth Samuel, the greatest of all the judges.  May Hannah 

inspire you to be persistent in prayer and trust in the Lord! 


