
 Today we continue to hear about the cat and mouse game between 
Saul and David.  Saul, filled with envy, seeks to kill David.  We remember 

that one of Saul’s great character flaws is that he is vain.  He cares more 
about what people think than serving God with his whole heart.   

 
 Consequently, when he hears women singing and making merry, 

“Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands,” the Scripture 
says, “And from that day on, Saul was jealous of David.”   

  
 Unfortunately, Saul’s envy will lead him to try to kill David.  For 

example, on two occasions Saul throws a spear at David when David 
played the harp for him (18:11, 19:10).  Additionally, Saul will send 

messengers to David’s house to watch him and attempt to kill him 
(19:11).  In response, David flees for his life.   

 
 Today, we hear about a little scene wherein David is hidden in the 

cave while Saul relieves himself.  Instead of taking revenge on Saul, he 
shows mercy.  In other words, he continues to live an upright life of 
innocence and maintains respect for the royal office. 

 
 Personally, I think this is one of the most powerful scenes in       1 

Samuel.  Think of when you have been on the receiving end of envy, 
slander, gossip, an injustice, etc.  What is your natural response?  Is it 

anger, resentment, or slander in return?  This is the first reaction of our 
fallen human nature.   

 
 Furthermore, think of those who holds public office (president, 

governor, senator, judge, etc.) or ecclesial office (pope, bishop, priest, 
deacon, etc.) you don’t agree with.  Like David, do you openly slander 

them or gossip about them?  Certainly, it is legitimate to disagree with 
policies, decisions, and style.  This can be healthy as it creates dialogue.  

However, detraction and gossip of the person in office is not good.     
 
 Oftentimes, I remind myself, “David did not tear down the Lord’s 

anointed.  He acted virtuously and humbling, knowing that God would 
protect him.  Do I do the same?”  If I disagree with a brother priest, how 

do I handle it?  Again, it’s good to have a spirited debate.  However, 
smear campaigns are contrary to Christ and charity.   

 
 Finally, when you are on the receiving end of envy or slander, how 

do you respond?  Do you still have respect for the person?  Do you still 
pray for him/her and ask God to bless him/her?  As with David, if you act 

honorably and mercifully, God will take care of you.  In the end, we 
remember that God protects and provides for those who trust and love 

Him.  


