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 With our first reading, we continue moving through the First Book of 

Samuel.  1 Samuel covers the transition of Israel from a confederation of 

twelve tribes into a kingdom ruled by kings.  In terms of history, we are 

roughly about 1,100 to 1,000 years before Christ.    

 Yesterday, we heard that the people asked for a king.  Despite hearing 

the consequences (e.g. abuse of power, taxation, servitude, etc.), they still 

clamor, “Not so!  There must be a king over us.”  The people want to be like 

the surrounding nations who had kings to protect them.  This is a key point 

in Israel’s history.  It will move from a theocracy with YHWH as King to a 

monarchy where there will be succession of anointed kings for royal office.  

This momentous change will shape Israel for centuries to come.     

 One of the themes of 1 Samuel is judging by appearances.  

Periodically in the narrative, we see characters judge by outward 

appearances, whereas the Lord sees the truth of the heart.  For example, 

the priest Eli judged that Hannah was drunk given that she moved her lips 

without speaking.  In reality, she was pouring out her heart for a child. 

 Today, we see the same theme.  We hear about the physical attributes 

of Saul.  “He has a handsome young man.  There was not another child of 

Israel more handsome than Saul; he stood head and shoulders above the 

people.”  Based on outward appearances, he will be a great leader.  In 

reality, however, Saul does not have a heart for the Lord.  He will falter on 

several occasions.  We will see that he is impatient (10:8), refuses to carry 

out God’s command (15:4-21), has fits of rage, and will become consumed 

with envy and paranoia as he seeks to kill young David.    

 We will see this same theme in chapter 16 where the Lord instructs 

Samuel to anoint a new king to replace Saul.  Samuel is told to visit Jesse’s 

family where he will anoint one of his sons.  As Eliab passes before Samuel, 

he thinks, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him.”  The Lord 

responds by saying, “Do not judge from his appearance or his lofty stature, 

because I have rejected him.”  Then we hear the key verse, “Not as man 

sees does God see, because he sees the appearance but the Lord looks into 

the heart.”  

 This beautiful lesson hits home for all of us!  Think how often you 

judge by outward appearances, and then realize, “Wow.  I was way off.”  

Ask the Lord to see as He sees for He sees the truth of the heart. 


