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 For the past few days our lectionary has been bringing us through St. 

Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians.  A little background on this letter may 

be helpful so that it is a little more meaningful for you. 

 Scholars believe that this letter is the first of the thirteen letters in the 

New Testament written by St. Paul.  It is believed to be written around 50 or 

51 A.D., about 17 years after the death of Jesus.  In fact, it may be the 

earliest written document that we have in the New Testament.   

 In terms of the city, Thessalonica was quite affluent because it was a 

port city and it was located a major trade route (Engatian Way – 700 miles 

long).  The city was dominated by paganism and idolatry, but was home to 

at least one Jewish colony with a synagogue there.  

 When St. Paul first went Thessalonica (2nd missionary journey), he and 

his companions were actually very successful in bringing about conversions.  

As we can imagine, this caused a great commotion in the city.  In fact, the 

Acts of the Apostles tells us that some of the Jewish people got so upset that 

they drove St. Paul and his companions out of the city.  Similarly, many of 

the Gentiles didn’t like it because people were abandoning the gods, what 

St. Paul refers to as “idols” and the true God. 

 With St. Paul and his companions away from the city, like a good 

pastor who cares for his sheep, he writes a pastoral letter to address a 

number of issues.  First, he writes to thank them for their courage to convert 

from idols to God.   

 Furthermore, St. Paul lets them know how much he cares about them.  

Additionally, he will remind them how much suffering and persecution is 

inevitable and therefore, they must stand firm in the Lord.  Finally, he will 

remind them of the hope of the Resurrection and that Jesus will come again. 

    For us today, we can learn from this little letter that St. Paul wrote 

to the Thessalonians.  Certainly like the city of Thessalonica, our Christian 

faith is becoming more and more countercultural.  Moreover, like their 

culture, our own culture maintains its own idols.  They are just a more subtle 

– freedom, radical individualism, hedonism, etc.  However, just as the Lord 

was faithful to the Christian community during St. Paul’s time, so we trust 

that He who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, will remain faithful 

to us today.  May we be encouraged, then, as we continue to hear from     

St. Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians in our lectionary.   


