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 In our first reading, we have been working our way through Paul’s first 

letter to Timothy.  After addressing a number of doctrinal and liturgical 

problems, Paul begins relating to Timothy the qualifications for those who wish 

to be ministers in the Church.  Specifically, he discusses qualifications for 

bishops and deacons.   

 Within this context, Paul then gives one of the most famous lines in the 

NT.  St. Paul says, “If I am delayed, you may know how one ought to behave in 

the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 

bulwark of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). It’s interesting that Paul doesn’t refer to the 

Church as the temple of God, but rather says that the Church is the “household 

of God.” 

 He uses an image of a household or “family” to describe the Church.  The 

idea of the Church as family is one of my favorite images for the Church. All 

families are characterized by love.  And all families have a network of 

relationships - husband and wife, father to children, mother to children, siblings 

to each other. 

 Similarly, the Church is a worldwide family characterized by love – a love 

that flows from Christ the vine to us, the branches.  And in that love, there is a 

network of relationships with each other.  Additionally, just as every family has 

a father, so we have a Father in heaven, as well as a father on earth in the 

person of the pope who is the sign of the Father’s presence among us.  Every 

family has a mother and so do we in our Blessed Mother. 

 Jesus, of course, is not only our Lord and Savior, but also our brother.  He 

is our brother from heaven who suffered and died for us, who leads us back to 

the Father.  The bible, for its part, is the most precious family heirloom.  In this 

family, we gather weekly, even daily, around the altar to be nourished by none 

other than God Himself. 

 The Church as the “family of God” is a beautiful image.  And just as all 

families have rules, so the Church has rules – the 10 Commandments – which 

keep us united to the Lord and each other.  The Commandments, then, are 

meant to protect the relationship we have with God and each other.  They flow 

from our relationships, and are there to protect the relationships. 

 My prayer is that each day we will fall more in love with God and His 

family, the Church, which is the pillar and foundation of truth.  After all, it’s the 

Church, God’s family, which supports us and is the foundation by which we 

come to know God and experience the fullness of life, which Jesus offers to us. 


