
 Our first reading today is from 2 Chronicles, a book we do not know 
well.  1 Chronicles parallels 2 Samuel.  2 Chronicles parallels 1 & 2 Kings.  

The latter retells many of the same stories from David ‘s family and line.  
 

 This is one of the most fascinating periods in Israelite’s history.  We 
are roughly in the years 837 – 800 B.C.  About 200 years earlier, God 

made a promise to King David that his throne would be established 
forever (2 Sam. 7:16).  One of David’s sons would always sit on the 

throne. 
 

 Yesterday we heard that God’s promise became dangerous close to 
becoming unfulfilled.  A woman named Athaliah attempted to kill off the 

entire royal family.  Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, both 
of which were extremely corrupt.  We see a principle here that we see in 

today’s first, i.e., bad people corrupt other people.   
 

 David’s entire line would have been wiped out had it not been for 
Jehosheba, who took baby Joash and hid him in the temple for six years.  
God’s promise to David is hanging on by a thread!  In this light, always 

trust God!  Even when everything is stacked against the Lord, His plan 
will continue.  In this case, his plan is hanging on by a little baby hidden 

in the Temple. 
  

 In the seventh year, Jehoiada the priest brought in the captains and 
the guards to bring out the child Joash.  They proclaim him king and kill 

off Athaliah.  The woman who reigned as a puppet queen and almost cost 
the entire Davidic kingdom is now removed. 

 
 Today we hear how the narrative continues.  Unfortunately, while 

Joash was a good king under the influence Jehoiada (the priest who saved 
him), things turn for the worse once the good priest dies.  The king falls 

under the bad influence the princes of Judah.  He begins sacrificing to 
idols.  We see the patience and mercy of God as He sends prophets to 
bring the king and people back.  However, they do not listen.   

 
 We then hear about Zechariah, who is a foreshadowing of Christ.  

The story akin to God sending prophets and then sending His own son to 
the tenets in the vineyard to obtain some of the produce (Matt. 21:33-

46).  Zechariah calls the king and people to repentance, but the people 
cannot withstand him so they kill him.  King Joash orders him to be 

stoned to death in the court of the Lord’s temple.  Joash kills the 
Zechariah, the son Jehoiada who had saved him.   

 
 Consequently, the land is overrun by the Arameans.  In short, we 

see how bad people corrupt and good people inspire to virtue.  God has a 
plan for all of us – may we remain committed to Him our whole life!   


