
 If you remember from last week, I mentioned that St. Paul founded 

the church in Corinth, which had many problems after he left this city.  After 

St. Paul left, people were eating food sacrificed to idols, some were bragging 

because they possessed charismatic gifts, and some were even denying the 

resurrection.  The Church in Corinth was basically a mess when he wrote this 

letter. 

 Additionally, St. Paul also learned that there were intruders coming 

into the Church claiming that they were “true apostles,” while Paul was 

inferior – Don’t listen to Paul because he’s untrained in speaking or he 

doesn’t have the right credentials. 

 And how does Paul respond?  He basically defends his rightful 

authority over the community by boasting – he does this by listing his 

credentials.  He’s a Hebrew, a child of Israel and therefore a member of 

God’s chosen people with all its privileges – given the covenants, the law, 

and the Temple.  As a descendent of Abraham, he is the recipient of the 

promises made to the great patriarch.  In other words, whatever they claim 

to be, I am more.  

 But notice that while both are boasting – the impostures and Pail – 

there is a radical difference between the two.  The impostures listed their 

accomplishments – all that they have done.  Paul could have did this too – I 

founded the churches in Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus and worked countless 

miracles.   

 However, he doesn’t do that.  Instead, he focuses on his toils and 

hardships.  He says that he’s been, beaten, whipped, suffered constant 

danger, and toiled day and night often without sleep all for the sake of 

bringing others to Christ.  In other words, Paul teaches us that true 

apostleship is not about accomplishments, but about participation in the 

sufferings of Christ. 

 St. Aloysius Gonzaga, the 16th century saint from Spain whom the 

Church celebrates today, certainly knew this.  Like St. Paul, he suffered 

physically for Christ.  He died at the young age of 23 while caring for sick in 

a plague in Milan.  Both of these saints teach us that suffering is one of the 

key marks of being a disciple of Christ.  However, thankfully the Good Lord 

never abandons those who suffer in Him – “My grace is sufficient for you, for 

my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9)  


