
 This past week we have been going through Paul’s second letter 

to the Corinthians.  The Church in Corinth was certainly very 

challenging for Paul.  Problems ranged from sexual immortality to 

abuses at the Lord’s table to denying Christ’s Resurrection.  Paul 

addressed these problems in his first letter.  

 

 After leaving Corinth, unfortunately more problems began to 
crop up.  Soon thereafter, people came in claiming that Paul was not 

an authentic apostle and therefore couldn’t be trusted.  Others were 

angry that Paul said he would visit Corinth, but changed his plans.  

Hence, Paul must write again to address these problems. 

 

 In the verses immediately preceding today’s verse, Paul 

defended his apostleship.  Today we hear that Paul’s ministry is 

motivated by the love of Christ.  What a beautiful line!  This could be 

interpreted as Paul’s love for Christ, or Christ’s love for Paul.  It’s a 

wonderful reminder that Christ’s love drives all that we do.  

Oftentimes, it’s helpful to ask ourselves, “Why do I do what I do?”  We 

should be able to answer, “Because Jesus loves me and this expresses 
my love for Jesus.”   

 

 Jesus’ love is perfectly expressed on the Cross.  The Cross is 

“pure love” or total self-gift.  This radical love, of course, requires a 

“dying to self” (i.e., our selfish ways).  Paul uses the shorthand 

expression of the “flesh” for our fallen and selfish way of living.  This 

stands in contrast to the “new creation,” or a life lived for others.   

 

 For Paul, the only response appropriate to Jesus’ radical self-

giving love and the forgiveness therein is making a gift of ourselves 

back to Him via prayer, receiving the sacraments, and service.   

 

 The saints, for their part, receive Christ’s love deeply and 
respond so generously.  For example, Christ’s love impelled             

St. Augustine to turn from a life of sin to radical self-gift.  Christ’s love 

impelled St. Francis Xavier to travel to India to bring them the gospel.  

Christ’s love impelled St. Therese to enter the Carmelites at the age of 

fifteen and do the littlest things with great love.  

 

 In our own day, Christ’s love impels parents to teach their 

children the faith, to bring them to Mass, and bear witness to a life of 

fruitful service.  Be not afraid to dialogue with Jesus, thanking Him for 

His love and asking Him to send the Holy Spirit to empower you with 

His own love.  May each of you return your love to Him who is Love! 


