
 I thought before discussing today’s first reading from 2 Kings, it might be 

a little helpful to pull back to get a birds eye view of the events that lead up to 

it.  If you recall, the Lord rescued the Israelites from 430 years of slavery in 

Egypt (Ex 12:40-41). He then brings them across the desert for 40 years by the 

leadership of Moses.  Immediately before they cross over into the Promise Land, 

Moses gives an extended farewell address reminding the people of all that the 

Lord God had done for them.  He freed them from slavery, drowned their 

enemies, nourished them with manna, and had given them the Law.  He had 

not done such things for any other nation.   

 Moses then turns his attention to the future, warning the people that they 

have a choice.  If they obey the commandments of the Lord, they will 

experience prosperity, grow in numbers, and remain on the land.  However, if 

they turn their hearts away from the Lord and serve other gods, they will be 

removed from the land and perish (Dt. 30:15-20).  This will set the stage for 

hundreds of years.  When the Israelites follow the commandments, things go 

well.  When they do not, things turn sour very quickly.   

 And to demonstrate God’s patience, He sends many prophets to call the 

people back to Him.  However, the people refuse to listen.  As punishment, the 

Lord sends the very powerful nation of Assyria to remove the northern tribes 

from the land.  All that remains is the southernmost tribe of Judah.  This brings 

us to today’s first reading, where we hear that Assyria comes to the doorstep of 

Jerusalem, which is the capital city Judah.  The king of the city, Hezekiah, begs 

the Lord to have mercy and allow the city to remain.   

 Graciously, the Lord spares the city.  One would think that after nearly 

being destroyed, the people would be extremely thankful and return to the 

Lord.  Unfortunately, almost like a Shakespearean tragedy, they do not.  As a 

result, the Lord will eventually send another nation, Babylon, to destroy 

Jerusalem and deport all of the captives.  Virtually nothing will remain of the 

city.  Moses’ forewarning hundreds of years ago now becomes a reality. 

 Our first reading reminds us how important it is for each generation to 

remain close to the Lord…to keep the covenant.  And we have been given a 

glorious covenant in the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Do everything 

you can to learn your faith, love your faith, and share it with others.  It’s a 

wonderful faith and the Lord will reward you for passing it on to others – 

whether in this life or the one to come. 


