
 Today’s first reading presents us with the joyous scene of David 
bringing the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem.  A little context may be 

helpful to appreciate the beauty of this moment in Jewish history. 
 

 Prior to this scene, Saul and his son Jonathan were killed in battle.  
By God’s election, David became king over Judah and Israel.  He took 

Jerusalem from the Jebusites and made it his capital (2 Samuel 5:1-16).   
 

 The Philistines had previously captured the Ark of the Covenant 
when the Israelites presumptuously brought it into battle.  However, after 

suffering a serious of calamities (1 Samuel 5), the Philistines released the 
ark wherein it was housed at Kiriath-jearim for 20 years.  Little is known 

about the ark during this time.   
 

 In today’s first reading, the 20-year silence ends when David 
intends to give the ark its due.  He wishes to bring the Lord’s presence 

into the city where he will rule Israel.   
 
 There are a couple of things worth noting in our verses today.  

First, we hear that David sacrifices an ox and a fatling while girt with a 
linen apron in the midst of the procession.  The linen apron is actually a 

linen ephod, a garment worn by priests (Ex 28:15-28).  It is a liturgical 
garment somewhat akin to a chausible worn by a priest today.   

 
 The idea here is that David is functioning as a priest-king, 

reminding us of Melchizedek, who was the priest-king of Salem (or 
Jerusalem) in the Book of Genesis (14:18-20).   

 
 We then hear about the joy woven throughout the celebration.  

There are shouts of joy, the sound of the horn, and dancing.  David then 
blesses the people in the name of the Lord of hosts, again hinting that he 

is assuming a priestly-king role.  Finally, we hear about the feast that 
accompanies the celebration.   
 

 Today’s celebration in the first reading foreshadows a couple of 
joyous celebrations we know well.  For example, the Mass is supposed to 

be a joyous celebration.  There are processions with music.  God is 
present to us in His Word and we celebrate the feast of the Eucharist.  

And of course, like David, the priest at Masses blesses the people. 
 

 Furthermore, today’s first reading foreshadows Mary’s Assumption 
into heaven.  Mary is the true Ark of the Covenant.  She bears God’s true 

presence, Jesus Christ, in her womb.  We believe that at the end of her 
life, she was assumed body and soul into the new Jerusalem, heaven 

itself, where Jesus Christ, the son of David and our true King, dances and 
celebrates with great joy and blesses all the saints with His presence.               


