
 Today we hear about a significant shift in evangelization.  
Previously, the apostles and other disciples had been preaching the 

gospel only to the Jews.  However, after God sends Peter to Caesarea 
to preach the gospel to Cornelius (a Gentile), the door opens for others 

to begin preaching to the Gentiles. 
 

 Our scene today prepares us for the great missionary journeys of 
St. Paul, who himself preached first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles 

(Rom. 1:16).  Antioch will serve as the home base for Paul and his 
three missionary journeys.  

 
 Once the news of these conversions reached Jerusalem, they 

send Barnabas to Antioch.  Barnabas lives up to his name.  His name 
means “son of encouragement.”  Luke tells us that once he reached 

Antioch, he rejoiced and encouraged them all.     

 
 It may be easy to overlook the work of Barnabas, but notice that 

after he arrives, Luke says, “And a large number of people was added 
to the Lord.”  In other words, Barnabas’ encouragement helped a 

growing church grow even more.   
 

 What’s more, he goes to find Paul.  Barnabas recognizes that 
Paul is a gifted preacher and teacher.  Barnabas and Paul then work 

together to build up the Church in Antioch.  Soon, Barnabas will take a 
back seat and even disappear from the picture.   

 
  For us today, Barnabas gives us wonderful qualities to emulate.  

He encourages others.  Everyone needs encouragement now and then.  
Second, he recognizes the gifts in others.  He went to find Paul, who 

was a gifted preacher and teacher.  Third, he is a man of humility.  He 

seems quite comfortable keeping Paul in the limelight and enjoys 
serving as a supporting role. 

 
 All of us have had people like Barnabas in our own lives.  Think 

of a good teacher, a coach, or a friend who has encouraged you and 
been there when you needed him or her.  And just as Barnabas 

eventually disappeared from the scene, you may not know where this 
person is anymore. 

 
 Additionally, God calls each of you to be Barnabas to someone 

else.  Our family members, friends, or co-workers feel down now and 
then and may need some encouragement.  During those times, may 

you be of good support and recognize their gifts and thank God for 
them. 


