
 With our first reading today, we hear about a watershed moment 
in the life of the early Church.  After a much success of spreading the 

gospel to the gentiles, we get a window into one of the first squabbles 
in the early Church. 

 
 Some people were basically saying, “Great, all these new people 

are coming into God’s covenant community.  However, in order to 
enter, they must be circumcised.”  Now we might think, “Why is that a 

big deal?  Why don’t they just circumcise people and move on.”  
Circumcision isn’t just a once for all event – do it and be done, but 

rather it means accepting a whole way of life.  It means accepting the 
whole Mosaic Law, including its moral, dietary, religious ceremonial 

practices.   
 

 It is somewhat akin to baptism today.  We do not baptize infants 

unless there is a well founded hope that the parents or someone will 
bring the child up in the Christian life – bring them to the sacraments, 

live in Christ (i.e., moral life), pray daily, etc.  One accepts the 
responsibility of bringing up his or her child in a whole Christian way of 

life when baptizing him or her.  
 

 Thus, the question is, “Does one need to enter into a Jewish way 
of life to be saved?”  At the council, Peter stands up and relates how 

when he was in Caesarea, God sent down the Holy Spirit upon 
Cornelius who wasn’t circumcised.  Paul and Barnabas add that God 

worked through them and to evangelize the Gentiles who were not 
circumcision.  Finally, James puts the finishing touches on the final 

decision by quoting the Old Testament saying God wants to include 
Gentiles in His plan of salvation. 

 

 For us today, our first reading gives us a wonderful example of 
how God works through His Church when it experiences difficulty.  

There is a squabble, the apostles come together, pray and reflect on 
what God is doing, refer to scripture, and trust that the Holy Spirit 

guides them.  Since the Council of Jerusalem, the Church has had 21 
ecumenical councils.  Most of us are probably familiar with the Second 

Vatican Council (1962-1965), the last one. 
 

 May we always remember to pray for the Church, that God will 
continue to work through its leaders and all the faithful as it 

encounters difficulties.  May the Church always be open to the Holy 
Spirit and guided by the Holy Spirit.  God promised that He would 

always be with the Church, and we trust that He will.  
 


