
 To begin, let’s get up so speed with where we are in the Acts of 
the Apostles narrative.  Paul is on his second missionary journey.  He 

has been visiting cities to strengthen the churches he founded from his 
first missionary journey.  After the pastoral portion of the visit, the 

Holy Spirit directed Paul and his companions to move into Macedonia, 
which is in present day Europe or Northeastern Greece.     

 
 Eventually, he comes to the city of Philippi, which is in the 

leading city in Macedonia and a Roman colony.  Scholars think that 
this is around 49 AD.  It’s about 20 years after the death and 

Resurrection of Christ.   Normally, when Paul arrived in a city, he 
looked for a Jewish synagogue where he would argue from the 

scriptures that Jesus is the Messiah.   
 

 In Philippi, however, this doesn’t happen because the Jewish 

population may have been so small there that they didn’t have a 
synagogue.  Therefore, he goes down by the river to a place of prayer 

where he finds some women and speaks to them about Jesus.  As they 
are working to build up these women in the faith, a slave woman 

possessed with some type of spirit basically keeps annoying Paul.  
After some time, He finally casts the spirit out, which angers her 

owners because they were making a profit from her fortune telling.   
 

  Consequently, they drag Paul and Silas before the local 
authorities, condemn them, beat them with rods, and throw them in 

prison.  Once in prison, we hear today about the earthquake, and 
Paul’s interaction with the jailor.  The jailor brings Paul and Silas to his 

house, where he and his family are baptized. 
 

 What’s quite amazing is that at every turn of events – no matter 

how bad – God always brings good out of it.  Paul couldn’t find a 
synagogue or house of prayer once he arrived at Philippi, but God 

provides for him a little congregation of women by the river.  Paul is 
condemned, beaten, and thrown in prison.  Yet, in prison he prays and 

sings and there is an earthquake that opens the heart of the jailor so 
that he and his entire household are baptized.   

 
 When things don’t go well for us, or something terrible happens, 

God always is able to bring good out of it.  Regardless of the human 
experience, God is always there.  As He was there for Paul, we have 

every reason to believe that He will be there for us as well. 


