
 To provide a little context for our first reading, Paul is on his 
third missionary journey.  Luke says that Paul is circling back to bring 

strength to all the disciples.   
 

 This makes think of when a bishop visits the parish.  Generally 
speaking, the faithful are pretty excited to see him.  He answers 

questions and gives instruction and encouragement.  Or it makes me 
think of you and your own faith.  Think about how you can refresh 

someone who may not be practicing their faith, or someone who is 
lonely or sick.  The good Lord loves to work through people. 

 
 We then hear that a Jew named Apollos arrived in Ephesus.  He 

is a gifted teacher.  However, when Priscilla and Aquila hear him, they 
pull him aside to explain the Way of God more accurately.  Here, we 

can see that the virtue of humility should always accompany those 

who teach.  We all make mistakes and at times misunderstand things.  
It’s important to be open to correction! 

  
 It’s also noteworthy that Luke tells us that they took him aside 

to correct him.  In other words, they try to protect his dignity in not 
having to correct him before others.  When I was teaching, there were 

times when I had to pull students aside in the hallway to correct them.  
I did so as not to humiliate them and protect their dignity. 

 
 Unfortunately, we see some of the consequences of Apollos’ 

teaching.  Apollos only knew of the baptism of John.  That is, John’s 
baptism prepared for Christ’s baptism, or sacramental baptism where 

the Holy Spirit is given.  When Paul arrives in Ephesus, he will discover 
they have never even heard of the Holy Spirit, and that they were 

baptized with the baptism of John.   

 
 Consequently, Paul will instruct in the Way more accurately, and 

give them a Christian baptism, as well as lay hands on them or 
confirm them.  Like a good father, Paul corrects errors and gives them 

the fullness of the faith. 
 

 Finally, Luke gives us this little piece of information where he 
says when Apollos arrived in Achaia, they came to believe through 

grace.  Luke reminds us that conversion is primarily God’s gift and His 
work.  Paul and Apollos are simply workers in the Lord’s vineyard.  

Like them, we too are workers in the Lord’s vineyard.  We cast seeds 
by teaching and good example.  And we ask the Lord to send the Holy 

Spirit to touch hearts that they too believe in Jesus.      


