
 Our first reading from Acts is a continuation from the healing of the 
crippled man that occurred at the beautiful gate.  Peter and John healed a 

man begging for alms in the name of Jesus.  They then turned to the 
crowds and invited them to repent so that their sins would be wiped 

away.  
 

 Eventually, we hear how the religious authorities get involved.  
They begin to fear that what they believe is a cancer begins to spread.  

Therefore, they must do something to stop the apostles. 
 

 In looking at our text, we hear that the Sanhedrin perceives Peter 
and John to be uneducated, ordinary men.  In his first letter to the 

Corinthians, St. Paul says, “Rather, God chose the foolish of the world to 
shame the wise, and God chose the weak of the world to shame the 

strong, and God chose the lowly and despised of the world, those who 
count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are something, so that 

no human being might boast before God.” (1:27-29)  God choses people 
like you and me – ordinary people – to do His will.   
 

 We then hear that the religious authorities “recognized them as 
companions of Jesus.”  What a great way to describe a Christian – a 

companion of Jesus.  Wouldn’t you like to have someone come up to you 
and ask, “You remind me of Jesus.  You’ve been with Him, haven’t you?”   

 
 I looked up the etymology of the word, companion.  It comes from 

the Latin and means, “to break bread with.”  A companion is one who 
breaks bread with another.  Peter and John “broke bread” with Jesus at 

the Last Supper in the Eucharist.  Now, they are recognized as “being 
with Jesus.” 

 
 Like Peter and John, we break bread with Jesus at every Mass and 

as such, are truly companions of Christ.  God willing, when others see you 
and me, they see Jesus.   
 

 As companions of Jesus, Peter and John speak boldly about their 
experience with Christ.  They say, “It is impossible for us not to speak 

about we have seen and heard.”  In other words, we see the power of 
personal testimony.  In a world that is quickly shutting down reason, 

personal testimony is becoming more important.  It’s pretty difficult to 
deny one’s personal conviction. 

 
 For us today, we are grateful that Jesus calls ordinary people to be 

His disciples.  He wants companions, people to break bread – participate 
in the Eucharist – spend personal time with Him in prayer, and serve Him 

by serving others.  Finally, we cannot keep Jesus to ourselves.  Therefore, 
we must personally testify to others what God has done for us.      


