
Not a Private Affair 
 

 With today’s first reading, we continue to hear about the 
unfolding of the battle between the Sanhedrin and the Apostles.  Their 

opposition goes back to chapter three when Peter healed the paralytic 
at the gate of the Temple.  The people are amazed and Peter tells 

them that it is because of Jesus that the man is healed. 
 

 The Sanhedrin brings in Peter and John to question them.  Peter 
and John respond by reminding the Sanhedrin that they must listen to 

God rather than them.  After some time, they are released and again 
begin teaching and healing the people.  So the Sanhedrin brought 

them in and questioned them again.   
 

Essentially, they ask, “Didn’t we tell you to stop teaching in that 

name?”  Peter and John again tell them, “We must obey God rather 
than men.”  For the Apostles, God and His will take precedence over 

human laws. 
 

 What strikes me about today’s first reading is how public our 
faith is.  The great challenge we face today is that a good number of 

people believe that religion is like a hobby.  You are free to believe 
what you want, but it becomes unacceptable the moment you make it 

public or propose that it makes demands on others.   
 

 Certainly the apostles in our first reading didn’t believe our faith 
was a purely private affair.  They stand before the Sanhedrin – the 

religious supreme court of the day – and are accused of filling 
Jerusalem with their teaching.   

 

 In response, the apostles say that they must obey God rather 
than men.  In addition to being imprisoned, what we don’t hear is that 

after our reading today, the apostles were flogged.  Eventually, all of 
them except the Apostle John were put to death.  Our faith is not a 

purely private affair, but rather public.  It is meant for the world. 
 

 Obviously, we never use violence or the weapons of the world to 
impose our faith on others.  Nonetheless, we do propose our faith in 

charity and truth hoping that the Holy Spirit will convert hearts.  We 
are encouraged that the Holy Spirit is given to all who obey Him.   

 
 May we pray for the courage and a new outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit that all may come to know and love that God has exalted Christ 
as Lord and savior and in Him we have the forgiveness of sins.     


