
 If you have been following along with our first reading this week, 
you have been hearing how the Sanhedrin or Jewish authority and the 

Apostles have been battling each other.  The Sanhedrin arrested the 
Apostles on two different occasions, but both times they were released 

and continued to teaching and performing miracles in the name of Jesus. 
 

 Consequently, today we get a window into the discussion in the 
Sanhedrin of how to resolve the issue.  Gamaliel, who was a distinguished 

Pharisee from 20-50 AD, suggests that they take a “wait and see” 
approach.  

 
 He points out that there have been other groups that rose up and 

have come to nothing.  While the leaders of these movements enjoyed 
favor for a while, eventually their followers were scattered.  I think we are 

to see the play on words “rose up” here.  The apostles have been 
proclaiming that Jesus is “risen” from the dead. 

 
 Thus, in Gamaliel’s mind, just as other movements “rose up” and 
eventually scattered, so this current movement lead by the apostles 

proclaiming Jesus is “risen” will eventually be scattered.  This, however, 
isn’t at all what happened.  Instead, the new Christian movement grew 

not only in Israel, but stretched to the countries surrounding the 
Mediterranean Sea and beyond. 

 
 Even today, we sometimes have recourse to the “Gamaliel 

principle” to help determine what is of God and what is not.  One can see 
this phenomenon with those particular Christian communities adopting 

beliefs and practices contrary to Sacred Scripture and the longstanding 
tradition of the Christian tradition.  Not only are their numbers are 

plummeting, but they are experiencing much friction and division over 
how far they should go.     

 
 In the Catholic Church, we use the Gamaliel principle to validate the 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Does the proposed apparition lead 

to conversion, greater charity for Christ and neighbor?  The Church tends 
to take a “wait and see” the fruit from suggested apparitions before 

making a decision on their authenticity.     
 

 For us today, our task is to remain faithful to Christ and trust that 
in doing so, He will bear fruit through us.  In this light, I think of the 

timely words from St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians where he says, 
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth” (1 Cor. 3:6).  

Let us continue to plant and water, then, and ask God to give the growth.  


