
 Our first reading is taken from the Acts of the Apostles.  This is a 
very exciting book in that it gives us a beautiful window in how the infant 

Church began to grow.  In this book, we see how the Holy Spirit, or the 
Spirit of the Risen Christ, helps the Church work through problems, many 

of which we still face today. 
 

 Acts covers roughly a 30-year period.  The key verse that guides 
the book is in chapter 1, verse 8: “But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, and to the ends of the earth.”  In this book we see how 

the apostles and others “bear witness” to the life, death, and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.   

 
 On Saturday, we heard about internal problems in the Church.  The 

Greek-speaking Jews (Hellenists) were complaining because their widows 
were being neglected in the daily distribution.  This prompted the 

Apostles to come together to choose seven men to help serve.  
Traditionally, it’s believed that the seven men chosen were consecrated or 
ordained as deacons. 

 
 Today we hear that one of these men, Stephen, filled with grace 

and power, was working great wonders and signs among the people.  In 
other words, with the internal squabbling healed, Stephen focuses his 

efforts on sharing the Good News.  We see the importance, then, of unity 
in the Body of Christ that we may share the Good News! 

 
 We get a glimpse of how the Good News spreads, as well as the 

resistance we can expect when this happens.  First, always ask for the 
Holy Spirit when sharing your faith.  Three little words, “Come Holy Spirit” 

are powerful indeed.  We are not out to win arguments to puff up our 
egos, but rather to share Christ.   

 
 However, expect resistance when doing so.  Notice that Cyreneans 
and Alexandrians debate with Stephen.  Debating is good.  We use reason 

to present the truths of our faith.  A good debate can be healthy.   
 

 Unfortunately, we begin to see the tactics of the evil one when 
losing a debate.  Namely, there is lying and stirring up public opinion to 

apply pressure.  When that doesn’t work, they accost Stephen, “seize 
him, and brought him before the Sanhedrin.”  In other words, there is 

verbal assault and legislative pressure.  
 

 In short, when sharing the faith, ask for the Holy Spirit and expect 
that when debate doesn’t work, the evil one will employ certain tactics 

against you.  However, remain calm and be at peace like Stephen! 


