
If you have been following along with our first reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles these past few weeks, one of the amazing things 

that comes through is how God writes straight with crooked lines. 
 

Time and time again, one can see how human beings put up 
roadblocks against spreading the gospel, and yet, God’s plan of 

salvation continues.  For example, we heard how after the death of 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, a persecution broke against the 

Church in Jerusalem.  
 

This caused the disciples to scatter to the countryside of Judea 
and Samaria.  The disciples didn’t just sit around, but rather began to 

preach the gospel in these areas.  Essentially, their scattering from 
Jerusalem fulfills the promise made by Jesus before His Ascension. 

Before His Ascension, Jesus told His disciples that they would be His 

witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.  This is now coming to fulfillment. 

 
Today we hear about another possible obstacle to the spreading 

of the gospel.  The eunuch, seated in His chariot and reading the 
prophet Isaiah, does not understand what it means.  He needs help to 

understand it.  In this light, we are reminded of Sunday’s gospel 
wherein the two disciples on the road to Emmaus did not understand 

the meaning of what happened in Jerusalem.  They needed help to 
understand its meaning. 

 
God sends Philip to join the eunuch so that he can understand 

what he is reading.  The Isaiah passage can only be understood in 
light of the suffering, death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 

For us today, our first reading gives us great hope.  Despite our 
failures and the obstacles placed before us – whether on a personal 

level or more broadly on an archdiocesan level – God always provides.  
His plan of salvation will not be thwarted, no matter how many 

roadblocks are thrown up.   
 

May we ask God, then, that like Philip we may be good 
instruments and remove the roadblocks set before us in bringing the 

good news of Jesus Christ to all whom we meet. 


