
St. Agatha 
Patron of Sicily 

 
 I have a deep appreciate for St. Agatha because I was baptized 

in a parish dedicated to St. Agatha (in Coates) and first Mass as a 
priest was celebrated there.  It is just a little country parish where my 

mom grew up.   
 

 St. Agatha was born Sicily and died a martyr in 231.  St. Agatha 
belonged to a rich, important family.  When she was young, she 

dedicated her life to God as a consecrated virgin.  A young man of high 
diplomatic ranking wanted to marry her and tried to force her from her 

consecration.      
 

 She turned down her proposals.  Unfortunately, this was the 

time during a Christian persecution, so the man had her arrested and 
brought in before the judge.  He was the judge.   

 
 Agatha was sent to a brothel where she suffered from assault 

and humiliation for a month, but never wavered.  Enraged, the man 
then sent her off to prison.   

 
 Agatha continued to profess her faith in Christ.   The man had 

her tortured.  He then sent Agatha back to prison without food or 
medical attention.  At this time, it is said that Agatha had a vision of 

St. Peter who healed her wounds through his prayers.   
 

 The man then had Agatha stripped and rolled over hot coals 
mixed with sharp shards.  As she was dying, she prayed, “Lord, my 

Creator, you have always protected me from the cradle; you have 

taken me from the love of the world and given me patience to suffer. 
Receive my soul.”  It is believed that Agatha died around 251.  She is 

the patron saint of Sicily, breast cancer patients, and rape victims.    
 

 While we don’t have detailed information about Agatha, the 
Church remembers her in the Roman Canon or the first Eucharistic 

Prayer.  In praying this prayer, Agatha is presented as a model of 
faith, courage, and patience in suffering.  She remained faithful to 

Christ amidst some of the worst tortures imaginable.   
 

 Today we celebrate St. Agatha’s life, witness, and heroic love.  
Like her, may we remain faithful to Christ no matter what comes our 

way.  St. Agatha, pray for us! 


