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Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
 

 When you are baptized, one of things that received was a white 
baptismal garment signified the purity of your soul.  The goal of 

Christian life is to keep this garment clean or unstained.  Hence, we 
have the white funeral pall, which signifies our baptismal garment.  

Our baptismal garments are like our wedding garments in the wedding 
banquet of heaven.  Unfortunately, as you and I knew very well, 

because of original sin we struggle to keep our garment white.  
 

 Disordered attachments, refusing to forgive others, disordered 
desires, and stubbornness of will all stain our garments.  Venial sins 

are small blotches or stains on our garments, while mortal sins are 
much more serious stains.   

 

 Thankfully, Christ has given us the sacrament of reconciliation 
where He cleans our baptismal garments.  Essentially, in confession 

Jesus scrubs and cleanses our garments, which symbolize symbol our 
souls. 

 
 Unfortunately, even with confession we still carry the wounds of 

our sins, as well as our disordered attachments.  Hence, the Church 
puts forth that there is a purification process after death for those who 

die in a state of grace, but are not completely purified.  They have not 
been completely docile to God’s love.  In heaven, God wills hearts that 

are completely open to receive His love, and give His love.   
 

 Today, traditionally priests wear black vestments, which 
symbolizes mourning, loss, and death.  Many times, however, these 

vestments are embroidered with silver (think “silver lining”) as a sign 

of hope.  While many of brothers and sisters are being purified in 
God’s love, we have hope because they are “on the way” to seeing 

God in all of His glory. 
  

 One of the most charitable things you can do is pray for the 
souls in purgatory.  This is our way of staying connected to them and 

also our way of thanking them for their faith and witness to Christ.   
 

 We pray that the baptismal garments or souls of our brothers 
and sisters will as the book of Revelation says, “washed in the blood of 

the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14).  We have great hope that one day, they, too, 
will join the saints in sharing in the fullness of God’s life and love.  

  


