
Aloysius Gonzaga 
 
 Aloysius Gonzaga is the patron saint of young people.  He grew 

up in the late 1500’s and received his first Holy Communion from      
St. Charles Borromeo.  At an early age, he received a vision from our 

Lady to join the Society of Jesus (or the Jesuits).   
 

 His mother rejoiced in learning of her son’s determination to 

become a religious, but his father for three years refused his consent.  
Aloysius finally received his father’s approval and entered the novitiate 

on November 25, 1585.   
 

 St. Aloysius said concerning himself, “I am a crooked piece of 
iron and [sic] come into religion to be made straight by the hammer of 

mortification and penance.”  He lived in the Jesuit novitiate in Rome 
for six years, with St. Robert Bellermine as his spiritual director. 

 
 During his last year of theology, a fever broke out in Rome, and 

Aloysius offered himself for the service of the sick.  He went around 
the city and looked for the sick whom he carried to hospitals where he 

bathed them and prepared them for death.  He contracted the disease 
and died at the age of 23, repeating the Holy Name of Jesus.  He 

received last rites from St. Robert Bellarmine.     

 
 Certainly, in our own time, let us pray for our young people that 

they will have hearts who love Christ, our Blessed Mother, and the 
Church like that of St. Aloysius.  And let us keep in our prayers those 

young men considering a call to the priesthood whose parents may be 
reluctant or even resistant.  May God grant their parents a change of 

heart and give these young men the courage and support that they 
need as they respond to the call of Christ. 

 
 In closing here is a prayer to the Blessed Virgin written by        

St. Aloysius.  We will make it our own on his feast day: 
 

 Holy Mary, my queen, I commend myself to your blessed 
protection and special keeping and to the bosom of your mercy this 

day and everyday of my life and at the hour of my death.  I entrust to 
you all my hopes and consolations, all my trials and miseries, my life 

and the end of my life that through your most holy intercession and 

your merits all my actions may be ordered according to your will and 
that of your Son.  Amen. 


