
 The first reading this week will work through the Book of Amos 
for our daily Masses.  As typical, I will provide just a little bit of 

background to the book so that you have some context to understand 
the readings. 

 
 It’s believed that Amos lived about 750 years before Christ.  He 

was a prophet from Judah, or the southern most tribe.  It appears that 
he did not receive any formal training as a prophet, but rather was 

shepherd or a pruner of sycamore trees when the Lord called him.   
 

The Lord called him to preach to the northern tribes of Israel 
because of the many social injustices there.  The ruling classes were 

very wealthy and ignoring the needs of the poor and the widowed.  
There was a huge gap between the rich and the poor.  Thus, Amos 

tells them that their worship is insincere and not accepted. 

 
The section we hear about today is the tail end of Amos’ 

indictment of the nations.  Amos points out the transgressions of the 
kingdoms and cities around Israel.  Lest Israel think they are innocent, 

he then turns to them and points out their injustices.  For example, 
they have “sold the just man for silver and the poor man for a pair of 

sandals.” (Amos 2:6)   
 

 Amos then reminds them that the Lord brought them out of 
Egypt.  If they allow these injustices to continue, the Lord will “reverse 

history” so to speak by sending them right back into slavery.  At the 
end of the reading today, we hear that no one will stop this disaster.  

Using poetic language, Amos says that the swift of foot, the strong 
man, and the warrior alike will not save them.   

 

 Unfortunately, the people of Israel did not listen to Amos.  
Consequently, the Lord used Assyria, a very powerful nation to the 

North, to conquer and destroy the ten northern tribes of Israel in 722 
B.C.  The people were removed from the Land and became slaves of 

this foreign power. 
 

 While catastrophic, Amos gave the people a glimmer of hope 
that not all would be lost.  He predicted that after the house of Israel 

was shaken, the Lord would raise up the booth of David that had 
fallen, repair its breaches, raise up its ruins, and rebuild it in the days 

of old (Act 9:11).  Again and again, we see that despite the 
transgressions of Israel, the Lord remained faithful and merciful.  We 

can trust that if we remain faithful to Him, He will do the same for us 
today as well.    


