
The Solemnity of the Assumption 
 

I enjoy going to restaurants where you can see the pictures of 

the food on the menu.  Many fast food restaurants have pictures, but 
some sit down places do as well.  They do this because a picture is 

worth a thousand words.  You see the end product and you think, 
“That looks really good.  This is what I will receive.  I want that.”  In 

some sense, your eyes make the choice for you. 

 
Today the Church celebrates the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  She is not the end product, but rather God’s masterpiece 
or work of art.  With Mary, assumed body and soul in heaven, we see 

the goal or what God has in mind for each of us!   
 

Today’s celebration is one of my favorites because it is a 
celebration of hope.  In Mary, we see that suffering does not have the 

last word.  Who here has not suffered – physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually?  We experience suffering of all kinds in this “valley of 

tears.”  Unfortunately, sometimes we forget not only that God is with 
in our suffering (and that suffering unites us with Jesus), but also that 

all suffering will be wiped away.  “He will wipe away every tear from 
our eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or 

pain, [for] the old order has passed away.” (Rev. 21:4) 

 
 Additionally, seeing Mary assumed body and soul in heaven, we 

see that evil, injustice, or even death will not have the last word.  
Instead, goodness, justice, and life win!  This gives us great hope.  It 

reminds us that this great battle against evil that we fight everyday – 
on both personal and ecclesial levels – is worth it!   

 
 In the end, God will be victorious over suffering, evil, injustice, 

pain, and even death.  And united with Him, we will be too!  Mary, for 
her part, reminds us of this important truth. 

 
 The Second Vatican Council spoke more about our Blessed 

Mother than all previous councils combined.  It says that glorified body 
and soul in heaven, Mary is the sign of created hope and solace 

(comfort) to the wandering people of God.  These are beautiful words! 
 

 In Mary, we see what Jesus has in mind for all of us.  While we 

have our struggles and pains now, in heaven, like Mary, we will share 
in Jesus’ victory over sin and death.  And like Mary, in heaven, we will 

share in Jesus’ glory! 
 


