
The Assumption of Mary 
 

 With Mary, there are a lot of firsts.  She is the first one to hold 
Jesus close to her heart – to gaze into His eyes with her own, offering 

her heart to be held in His.  She is the first to wonder, “What will this 
child be?”  She is the first one to rock him, feed Him, and love Him.   

 
 Along with Joseph, she is the first one to present Him in the 

Temple to be circumcised and offer Him as a firstborn Son.   
 

 Mary was there at His first miracle.  When no one else knew 
what to do when the wine failed, she was the first one to ask Jesus for 

help.  And she was the first one to say, “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 

 As a mom, she was the first one to have to let go – to allow 

Jesus move from town to town, preaching the good news of the 
Kingdom of God and heal various diseases.  As a parent, it’s always 

hard to let go!  Mary knows what it means to love and “to let go.”   
 

 Mary is the first to stand by foot the Cross.  There, she gazes up 
at her Son humiliated, abandoned, and in excruciating pain.  She is 

the first to offer a mother’s heart, consoling Him, sharing in His grief 
and pain.  Her presence says, “Son, you are not alone.  I am here.”   

 
 According to Tradition, she is the first to hold Jesus in her arms 

after He has taken down from the cross.  Michelangelo depicts this 
beautiful moment in his Pietà.  Mary held Jesus as a little baby, now, 

she holds Him again in her arms.  She has loved Him to the end.   
  

 Mary is the first to believe that this was not the end.  “My Son 

will rise again.”  At Pentecost, she is the first to pray with the Apostles, 
giving them encouragement, hope, and her motherly love.   

 
 Today, we celebrate another first.  As Mary shared in a 

supremely unique way in the suffering of her Son, now, she is the first 
to share in Resurrection.  She is the first to be assumed, body and 

soul, into heaven.  She is the first to share in His glory and victory.  As 
such, she is our hope!   

 
 In heaven, Mary is like a morning star that guides our ships to 

the port of heaven.  She reminds us that by sharing in Christ’s 
suffering, we will also share in His Resurrection.  Where she is the first 

to follow, we hope to follow too.  Mary, Christ’s first love, pray for us 
that where you are, we will be too! 


