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St. Bartholomew 

 Today we celebrate the life and witness of St. Bartholomew.  In our 

gospel we hear about the meeting between Jesus and Nathaniel.  Tradition 

has it that Bartholomew and Nathaniel are the same person.   

 Nathaniel, of course, upon hearing that Jesus is from Nazareth, cannot 

see how anything good can come from Nazareth.  Pope emeritus Benedict 

XVI says concerning this that while we have our assumptions of how God 

acts, He is completely free to do as He pleases.  “For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” the prophet Isaiah tells us 

(Is. 55:8).   

 In response, Philip says to Nathaniel, “Come and see.”  In other words, 

we must first personally encounter Christ before we will begin to understand 

how beautiful He is and the way He does things.  

 According to Tradition, St. Bartholomew preached in India and Greater 

Armenia before being flayed alive.  Hence, in paintings and icons he is 

typically depicted with a knife, the instrument of his torture.   

 A number of years ago one of the deacons chose to use Bartholomew 

holding his skin as one of his ordinations cards.  I can only imagine what his 

invitees thought when they opened that envelope and saw that card.  The 

next year, the deacons had to submit their ordination cards to the staff and 

have them examined before being sent out. 

 Regardless, Bartholomew teaches us many valuable lessons.  First, 

Jesus Himself upon seeing Bartholomew says that there is no duplicity in 

him.  St. Bartholomew was a man of honesty and integrity.  Would that 

Jesus could say the same for all of us!   

 Second, we must admire his tenacity and courage in preaching the 

gospel and willingness to suffer for Christ.  While we don’t know how our 

lives will unfold, we can pray for that same tenacity and courage as           

St. Bartholomew. 

 Like St. Bartholomew, may we allow Christ to personally encounter us 

again and again.  In doing so, we will not be afraid to give up everything – 

even our very lives if need be – so that we will be forever united with Him.             

St. Bartholomew, pray for us! 


