
Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 3 
 

Review: In chapters 1 & 2, we saw how God’s Kingdom breaks in 
through Jesus’ miracles.  Jesus cures a demoniac, Simon’s mother-in-law, 

cleanses a leper, and forgives a paralytic.  Jesus has power over evil, 
sickness, disease, and paralysis/sin.  As Satan confronted Jesus in the 
desert (1:13), so He will confront growing resistance in this chapter.   

 
Overview: Jesus scatters seed and will receive various responses.  

Religious leaders will oppose Him and accuse Him.  Every day people will 
follow Him, seeking healing.  His family will think He is out of His mind.  

In short, there are lots of responses (and confusion) in this chapter.   
 

Verses 1-6: A Man with a Withered Hand        
 

 Withered Hand: Jesus is in Galilee and aim is to restore Israel 

o In 930’s BC, Jeroboam rejected Solomon’s son Rehoboam as 
king and broke away with 10 northern tribes (1 Kings 12) 

o Jeroboam created two altars (Bethel and Dan) for worship 
o 1 Kgs 13:1-4: Man of God from Judah prophesies against 

the altar in Bethel.  Jeroboam stretches out his hand from the 
altar and says, “Seize him!” But his handed withered. 

o Psalm 137:5: “If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right 
hand wither.” (RSV) If I forget, may I become like Jeroboam. 

o Key: Jesus is beginning to heal the divisions in Israel.   
 Sabbath: Observance of Sabbath was critically important.    

 

 Hand Restored: Jesus is restoring 10 northern tribes of Israel 
 Took Counsel: Irony is that Jesus heals, while they seek to harm 

 
Verses 7-12: Summary Statement of Healing  

 
 Crush Him: Irony is that Jesus almost crushed because He heals 

 People came to Him: All parts of Davidic Kingdom (see map) 
 

Verses 13-19: Jesus Reconstitutes Twelve Tribes (New Family) 
 

 Be with Him: Primary importance – “being with” Jesus 
 Sent forth preach/drive out: Twelve share in Jesus’ authority 

Genesis 2:2-3 God rested on the Sabbath 

Exodus 20:8 Remember the Sabbath.  Keep it holy. 

2 Chronicles 36:21 Israel exiled because violated the Sabbath 

1 Maccabees 2:29-38 Greeks attacked Jews on Sabbath/died 

1 Maccabees 2:39-41 Jews agree to defend their lives on Sabbath 



List of Twelve Apostles 
 

Peter First; rash and fearful Crucified upside down 

James and John Stormy temperaments; 

seek positions of honor 

James: Killed by sword 

John: Exiled to Patmos 

Andrew Brother of Peter Tied to X-shaped cross 

Philip (Greek name) Go-between with 

Greeks (John 12:21) 

Crucified upside down 

in Persia 

Bartholomew (Nathaniel) Can anything good 

come from Nazareth? 

Skinned alive in 

Armenia  

Matthew (Levi) Tax collector Martyred in Ethiopia 

Thomas Known for doubting Stabbed to death in 

Mylapore, India 

James (son of Alphaeus) James the less Clubbed to death 

Thaddeus (Jude) Asks Jesus why not 
reveal self to the 

world? (John 14:22) 

Clubbed to death 

Simon the Cananean Zealot or nationalist Crucified at Edessa 

Judas Iscariot Betrayed Jesus Killed himself 

Source: http://catholicism.org/how-did-the-apostles-die.html 
 

 Key: God’s Kingdom continues with co-workers despite opposition 
 

Verses 20-31: Section of Misunderstanding 
 

 Jesus chooses twelve apostles/send them out (Family – do will)  

 
o Verses 20-21: Mentally imbalanced (Relatives – Family)  

o Verses 23-30: Jesus is in league with Satan (Scribes)  
o Verses 31-35: Doing the will of God (Family) 

 
 Key Question: What does it mean to be part of Jesus’ family?  For 

Mark, it means “being with Jesus” (inside) and “doing God’s will” 
  

Verses 23-30: Jesus and Beelzebul 
 

o Kingdom divided: Davidic Kingdom in background (1 Kgs 12-13)  
o Note: Chapter began with allusion to divided kingdom with 

Jeroboam’s withered hand and ends with divided kingdom 
o Key: The evil one is not dividing his own kingdom, but rather 

Jesus, “mightier one,” (Mark 1:7) ties up the strong man and 
plunders his house.  Mark 5: Man with unclean spirit – no one bind.  

o Blasphemy: Obstinacy to God’s will – calling good evil.  Refusal to 

repent and open oneself to Holy Spirit (forgiveness, mercy, good). 
o Note: Various responses prepare for the Parable of Sower in 4:1-9.      

http://catholicism.org/how-did-the-apostles-die.html

