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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 10 
 

Review: Chapter 9 concludes Jesus’ ministry in Galilee before moving to 
Judea.  It begins with the transfiguration (9:2-8) giving three of His 

disciples a glimpse of Jesus’ glory to come.  Coming down the mountain, 
Jesus heals a boy possessed by a demon (9:14-29).  Jesus then gives His 
second passion prediction (9:30-32) and corrects misunderstanding 

(9:33-37). Finally, Jesus provides lessons on discipleship, including 
avoidance of sin and the flavor of salt (9:42-50).  

 
Chapter 10: Moving into the district of Judea, Jesus teaches about God’s 

plan for marriage (10:1-12) and the blessing of children (10:13-16).  He 
then teaches about the danger of riches (10:23-27) and the rewards of 

discipleship (10:28-31).  The chapter concludes with the third passion 
prediction (10:32-34), correcting misunderstanding (10:35-45), and the 

healing of blind Bartimaeus (10:46-52).    
 

Verse 1-12: God’s Plan for Marriage  
 

 District of Judea: John the Baptist baptized in this area at the 
Jordan River.  He was put to death for speaking out about Herod’s 

unlawful marriage with his brother Philip’s wife (6:17-29). 
 

Scripture Background 

Lawful for husband divorce wife? A Jewish man could divorce his wife 

Moses permitted a man to write a bill 
of divorce 

Deut. 24:1-4: Man relinquished legal 
claim so she could marry again 

Moses gave this commandment 
because of hardness of heart 

This commandment is a concession and 
contrary to God’s plan in the beginning 

Beginning of creation, God made them 

male/female; leaves father and mother 

Gen. 1:27, 2:24: Male/Female 

communion images Trinitarian Love 

What God has joined together Marriage is a divine institution/union 

Disciples question him They are struggling with this teaching 

Divorce/remarriage commits adultery What God joins, humans can’t separate 

 

 Key: Jesus’ teaching is as difficult today as it was then.  Only by 
the power of Jesus’ death, Resurrection and gift of the Holy Spirit 

can the vocation of marriage be lived as God intends.  God knows 
the particulars of each person’s situation and gives all the graces 
needed to bring about his or her redemption and sanctification.  

 
Verses 13-16: Blessing of Children 

 
 Disciples rebuked: They an obstacle in little ones going to Jesus. 

 Accept like child: No claim (gift), dependency, confidence in God 
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Verse 17-22: Rich Young Man 
 

 Ran up: He is drawn to Jesus! Something about Jesus attracts him. 
 What must I do: Rich man tries to earn heaven by own efforts  

 No one, but God: Jesus points man’s attention to God the Father 
 

Commandments Jesus Quotes 

4th Honor your father and mother 

5th You shall not kill 

6th You shall not commit adultery 

7th You shall not steal 

8th You shall not bear false witness 

 
 Key: Jesus quotes from the second tablet (4-8).  He does not quote 

the commandments directed toward God from the first tablet (1-3). 
 Teacher: Notice that the man dropped the adjective “good!” 

 Loved him: Unique to Mark, who gives us these little details 
 Sell what you have: Invitation made in love; what the man needs 

o God’s grace is tailored to bring about communion with Christ 
 Come, follow me: Following Jesus fulfills first three commandment 

 Went away sad: Parable of the sower – thorny soil/lure of riches 
 
Verses 23-31: Danger of Riches 

 
 Disciples amazed: Wealth sign of Abrahamic covenant (Gn. 12:3) 

 Camel, eye of needle: Camel cannot pass through small aperture 
 All things are possible: Everything possible to one…faith (9:23)   

 
Verses 32-34: Third Passion Prediction   

 
 Son of Man: Figure in Daniel 7 who was cut down, but vindicated 

 Mock him: Most detailed of three passion predictions 
 

Verses 35-45: Ambition of James and John 
 

 Sit, right/left: Irony is that two criminals right/left of crucifixion 
 Be baptized: Baptism is a metaphor for sharing in Jesus’ death 

 But to serve: Key in Mark’s Gospel – to follow is to serve/give life  
 
Verses 46-52: The Blind Bartimaeus 

 
 Jericho: First city conquered by Israelites in Holy Land (Josh. 6) 

 Son of David: Irony is blind man “sees” Jesus (2 Sam. 7:12-16)  
 Threw aside: Symbolizes leaving behind former life (and support) 

 Sprang up: (Gk: Anastas or rising) also used in Mark 16:9 (risen) 
 On the way: Concludes “way” section (blind man – 8:22 & 10:52)  


