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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 11 
 

Review: Jesus journeys from Caesarea Philippi toward Jerusalem.  This 
section of Mark’s Gospel is framed by the healing of two blind men, the 

first in Bethsaida (8:22-26) and Bartimaeus in Jericho (10:46-52).  
Spiritually, Jesus works to open the eyes of His disciples to understand 
that as Messiah, He will suffer, die, and rise from the dead.  Those 

wishing to follow Jesus as His disciples must be willing to do the same.    
 

Chapter 11: Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt as the people lay their 
cloaks before him and wave palm branches (11:1-10).  Jesus spends the 

evening in Bethany with His disciples (11:11-12).  Returning to 
Jerusalem, He curses a fig tree (11:13-14), cleanses the temple (11:15-

19), and teaches a lesson from the withered fig tree (11:20-25).  Finally, 
the religious leaders challenge Jesus’ authority (11:27-33).   

 
Note: Mark devotes a third of His Gospel (chapters 11-16) to the final 

week of Jesus’ life.  The reader should pay close to attention to this week! 
 

Verses 1-10: Jesus’ Entry into Jerusalem 
 

Old Testament Jesus Fulfills 

And there was the glory of the God of 

Israel coming from the east! (Ez. 43:2) 

Jesus arrives from Bethphage and 

Bethany, i.e., from the east (v. 1) 

Behold, your king is coming to you… 

humble, and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey (Zech. 9:9) 

Jesus enters Jerusalem on a colt (v. 7) 

Long live King Solomon! (1 Kgs. 1:34) Jesus is the new Son of David (vs. 10) 

At once each took his garment, spread 
it under Jehu…cried, king! (2 Kg. 9:13) 

Many people spread their cloaks on the 
road (v. 8) 

Carrying rods entwined with leaves, 
beautiful branches…palms (2 Mc. 10:7) 

Others spread leafy branches that they 
cut from the fields (v. 8) (Rev. 7:9) 

Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord (Ps. 118:25) (Enthrone) 

People sing Psalm 118 (victory) (v. 9) 
Sung at Mass before the Eucharist! 

 
 Key: Jesus enters into Jerusalem amidst great feverish excitement 

and expectation.  There is great hope for a king who will restore 
David’s kingdom, cleanse the temple, and glorify the God of Israel.  

Jesus will do all these things, but in a most unexpected way.   
 Looked around: Jesus sees if the temple is a place of prayer 

o Mal. 3:1-2: Now I am sending my messenger – he will 
prepare the way before me; And the Lord whom you seek will 

come suddenly to his temple…he will be like a refiner’s fire… 
o Note: We still struggle with marketplace activity in Advent 
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Verses 12-14: Jesus Curses a Fig Tree 
 

 Hungry: Mark presents Jesus’ full humanity (cf. Heb. 4:15) 
 Fig tree: Israel is likened to a fig tree (Hos. 9:10, cf Mk 13:28) 

o Psalm 1:3: Just man is like a tree by water yielding fruit 
 

Verse 15-19: Cleansing the Temple 
 

 Buying/Selling: Easier to purchase sacrificial animals at temple     
 Money changers: Pilgrims exchanged secular coins for temple tax 

 House of prayer: God’s original intention for the temple 
o Is. 56:6-7: Envisions all nations bringing sacrifices/prayer 

o Jer. 7:9-11: Immoral actions around temple (like Shiloh) 
o Note: Temple was destroyed in 587 BC (Jeremiah warned) 

 
Verses 20-25: The Withered Fig Tree 

 
 Fig withered: Temple will be withered if it does not produce fruit 
 Key: Mark uses sandwich technique again (A, B, A) 

 

Fig tree cursed given 
it produced no fruit 

Temple marketplace – 
producing no fruit 

Fig tree withered to 
its roots 

 
 Key: Jesus is new Temple (Jn 2:21), Church as spiritual house 

offering sacrifices (2 Pet. 2:5), Christian as temple (1 Cor. 6:19) 
 Faith in God: Trust God given prophesy of temple’s demise 

 Mountain: Power of prayer – God can do seemingly impossible 
 When pray, forgive: Forgiveness removes obstacles (mountain) 

 

Verses 32-34: The Authority of Jesus Questioned   
 

 Key: Mark’s Gospel begins (2:1-3:6) and ends (11:27-12:44) with 
a series of controversies, i.e., beginning and end of public ministry 

 Chief priests, scribes, elders: Third passion prediction (8:31) 
 Authority: Father’s voice at baptism/transfiguration (1:11, 9:7) 

o Mark 13:35: Jesus refers to Himself as Lord of the house 
o Irony: Delegates of temple demand Jesus to give account 

 Answer me: Micah 6:3 indicted greed/trading practices of temple 
 John’s baptism: Jesus links his ministry with John the Baptist 

 Dilemma: Jesus puts them in a pickle about how to answer  
o Heavenly origin: Opposing God by refusing to believe John 

o Human origin: Fear the crowds given John seen as prophet 
 We do not know: Fear diminishes their ability to speak freely 

o Key: If do not know John’s origin, cannot know Jesus’ origin     
 Mark 11:27-33, 12:13-34: Four questions put to Jesus by leaders 

o Note: Mark 2:1-28 – Four questions put to Jesus in Galilee 


