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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 12 
 

Review: Jesus enters Jerusalem on a colt amidst the people singing 
Psalm 118.  He looks around, leaves the Temple and stays in Bethany for 

the night.  The next morning, Jesus curses a fig tree for not producing 
fruit, enters Jerusalem again and cleanses the Temple.  The next morning 
the disciples notice the withered fig tree.  Returning to Jerusalem, Jesus’ 

authority is questioned, which leads to three more questions in Mark 12.     
 

Chapter 12: Jesus gives a parable of tenets, symbolizing God’s dealings 
with His people.  Jesus is questioned about paying taxes to Caesar 

(12:13-17), the resurrection (12:18-27), and the greatest commandment 
(12:28-34).  Jesus then questions about David’s son (12:35-37) and 

denounces the scribes for their actions (12:38-40).  Finally, He holds up 
the poor widow as a model of generosity (12:41-44).   

 
Verses 1-12: Parable of the Tenets 

 

Isaiah 5:1-2, 7 Jesus’ Parable 

My friend had a vineyard on a fertile 
hillside (Mt. Zion) (Is. 5:1) 

A man planted a vineyard (12:1) 

He spaded it, cleared it of stones, and 
planted the choicest vines (Is. 5:2) 

This is omitted. 

Within it he built a watchtower, and 

hewed a wine press (Is. 5:2) 

Put a hedge around it, dug a wine 

press, and built a tower (12:1).   

Waited for the crop of grapes, but it 

yielded rotten grapes (Is. 5:2) 

New: Then he leased it to tenet 

farmers and left on a journey (12:1). 

Take away its hedge, give it to grazing, 

break through its wall, let it be 
trampled (Is. 5:5) 

He will come, put the tenets to death, 

and give the vineyard to others (12:9). 

The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the 
house of Israel, the people of Judah, its 

cherished plant (Is. 5:7) 

They realized that he addressed the 
parable to them. (12:12) 

Bad crops versus bad tenants 

 

 Key: God sent tenant farmers (prophets) to obtain the produce 
(good conduct) from the vineyard (Israel).  God sent His beloved 

Son (Jesus) who will be seized, killed, and thrown out of the 
vineyard.  God will give the vineyard to others (apostles). 

 
 Mark’s sandwich technique (Psalm 118) about the new Temple   

 

Psalm 118:26: Blessed 

is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord  

(Mk 11:9) 

Curses fig tree 

Temple 
Withered fig tree 
Key: New Temple (Jesus) 

Psalm 118:22-23: The 

stone that the builders 
rejected has become the 

cornerstone (Mk 12:10) 
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 Key: Three groups question Jesus: Pharisees/Herodians (paying 
taxes), Sadducees (resurrection), and the scribes (commandment).  

Jesus is tested three times as He was in the desert (Mt 4:1-6)  
 

Verses 13-17: Paying Taxes to Caesar 
 

 Pharisees/Herodians: Opposite ends of the political spectrum 
 Ensnare: Mark reveals they have malicious intent 

 Truthful: Irony is that they care about others’ opinions (cf. 11:32) 
 Denarius: Daily wage; coin had image and blasphemous title  

o Note: They were forbidden to have a coin in the Temple area 
 

Yes: Jesus’ credibility 
is compromised  

Repay to Caesar 
Repay to God 

No: Jesus looks like a 
revolutionary 

 
 Image: As the coin had Caesar’s image and inscription, so human 

beings are made in God’s image and likeness (Gn 1:26).  
 Key: Duty of being good citizens, but ultimate allegiance to God    

 
Verse 18-27: The Question about the Resurrection 

 
 Sadducees: Elite and powerful party of priestly aristocracy    

o First five books; deny belief in angels and resurrection 
 Brother-in-law: Leverite law of marriage (Dt. 25:5-6) 

 Misled: Notice error comes from not knowing Scripture/God 
o Scriptures: Knowing intellectually vs. knowing with heart 

o Power of God: Power to raise body and soul (whole person) 
 I AM: God remains the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (they live) 
 Key: Mark 10:2-12 marriage in beginning, now marriage in the end 

o Sacramental marriage points to God/Communion of Saints 
 

Verses 20-25: The Greatest Commandment 
 

 Scribes: Scholar of Mosaic Law; approaches in good will 
 Commandments: Torah was comprised of 613 commandments 

 Hear: Hebrew Shema; One God who created all things 
 Mind: Jesus adds to emphasize learning to increase love for God 

 Neighbor: Lev. 19:18; Express love of God by love for neighbor 
 Not far: Scribe has not yet embraced Jesus (Kingdom of God)  

 
Verses 41-44: The Generous Widow   

 
 Two small coins: Lepta – smallest Jewish coins in circulation 

o Spiritually: Two coins – love of God and love of neighbor  
 All had: She gave out of her substance; embodies Jesus’ teaching 
 Key: Widow foreshadows Jesus’ passion where He gives everything 


