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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 13 
 

Review: After giving a parable about unfaithful tenets, Jesus is peppered 
with questions by the religious authorities.  He is asked about paying 

taxes to Caesar (12:13-17), the resurrection (12:18-27), and the 
greatest commandment (12:28-34).  Jesus, in turn, questions about 
David’s son (12:35-37), denounces the scribes for their actions (12:38-

40), and presents the poor widow as a model of generosity (12:41-44).  
 

Chapter 13: Jesus’ Eschatological or Olivet Discourse (end times) uses 
symbolic imagery to describe the Temple’s destruction.  There will be 

signs that precede its destruction (13:3-8), including persecution (13:9-
13) and a great tribulation (13:14-23).  The disciples, for their part must 

keep “watch” for the coming of the “Son of Man” (13:24-37).   
 

Poor Widow (A) Temple (B) Woman Anoints (A) 

Widow contributes all 
she had, livelihood, to 
the Temple (Mk 12) 

Destruction of Temple, 
Signs, persecution, 
Coming of Son of Man 

(Mk 13) 

Alabaster jar of 
perfumed oil, costly 
genuine spikenard; 

anoints Jesus (Mark 14) 

 
 Key: Mark wants us to see that Jesus is the new Temple.  Jesus is 

the new place of worship (sacrifice).  In Him, we encounter God.  
 

Verses 1-2: Destruction of the Temple Foretold 
 

Significance Begin Date Workers Stones Destruction 

White House, 

U.S. Capital, 
Supreme 

Court, Vatican  

516 BC 

Herod Great 
expanded in 

19 BC 

Josephus 

says 10,000 
skilled 

laborers 

500 tons  

40 feet long 
East Wall 300 

feet high  

Completed in 

63 AD; 
destroyed  

70 AD  

 
 Temple: 31 acre campus, Western Wall (the Wailing Wall) remains 

 
Verses 3-8: The Signs of the End 

 
 M. of Olives: Ezekiel’s prophecy of resting on mountain (11:23) 

 When/Sign: Disciples ask two questions; Jesus answers the second 

Religious Deception Violence and Unrest Natural Disasters 

“I am he” (Messiah) Wars, nations, kingdoms Earthquakes, famines 

Daniel 9:24-27: 70 

weeks of years or 490 
years - anointed ruler 

Jewish revolt in 66 AD 

signaled the beginning 
of the end of Jerusalem 

 

Famine: 46-48 Palestine 

Earthquake destroyed 
Laodicea in 60 AD 
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Verses 14-23: The Desolating Abomination 
 

 Abomination: Allusion to the terrible sacrilege (Greek god Zeus) 
committed by the Syrian ruler Antiochus IV in 167 BC (Healy, 265). 

 Flee: Disciples must leave their possessions (vv. 15-16) and ignore 
false Messiahs (vv. 21-22). Instead, they must watch (v. 23)     

 
Verses 24-27: The Coming of the Son of Man 

 
 Isaiah 13:10: The stars of the heavens and their constellations 

will send forth no light. The sun will be dark at its rising, and the 
moon will not give its light.    

 

Sun Moon Stars 

Time of day Time of week, month Time of season 

 
 Key: Symbolic language – time is up; kingdom coming to an end 

o Examples: Smashing Big Ben or the Statue of Liberty 

 Note: We read the bible literally according to genre (i.e., literarily) 
 Son of Man: After foretelling the end of old temple (world), Jesus 

refers to the coming of the Son of Man or the “new Temple.” 
 Clouds: Symbolic of God’s presence (e.g., Transfiguration; 9:7) 

 Four Winds: Four points of the compass; four corners of the earth   
 

Verses 28-31: The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
 

 Fig Tree: Reminiscent of the withered fig tree in 11:12-14, 20-21  
 This Generation: Forty years; Temple destroyed in 70 AD 

 
Verses 32-37: Need for Watchfulness 

 
 No One Knows: Speaks with respect to His human nature 

 Be Watchful: Mark 4 - “Listen” (4:3); in between deaf/blind 
 

Creation (Macro-Temple) Temple (Microcosm) 

Seven commands “And God said…” 

Gn. 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24  

Seven times “The Lord said to Moses” Exod. 

25:1, 30:11, 17, 22, 34, 31:1, 12 

World is created in seven days Temple seven years to build (1 Kgs. 6:38) 

Whole earth “full” of glory (Is. 6:3) Temple filled with glory (1 Kgs. 8:11) 

Temple had vines gilded in gold; 
inner veil had constellations of stars 

Temple reminiscent of Garden of Eden and 
inner veil reminded one of the cosmos 

    
 Key: The calamities before the Temple (microcosm) and its 

ultimate destruction (66-70 AD) prefigure the calamities (birth 

pangs) of the destruction of the world (macro-temple) and the new 
creation.  Passion of Christ prefigures sufferings at end of time.   


