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Gospel of Mark 
Chapter 15 

 
Review: Jesus is anointed (14:3-9) and He shares a Passover meal with 

His disciples (14:17-21) where He offers His Body and Blood (14:17-26).  
Jesus then experiences agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (14:32-42) 

where He is betrayed and arrested.  Finally, the Sanhedrin put Jesus on 
trial (14:43-52) and Peter denies Him three times (14:66-72). 

 
Chapter 15: Jesus is handed over to Pilate (15:1-5) where He is 

sentenced to death (15:6-15), mocked by soldiers (15:16-20), crucified 
(15:22-32), dies (15:33-41), and is buried (15:42-47).   

 
Verses 1-5: Jesus before Pilate (Morning Watch: 3:00 am – 6:00 am)  

 
 Bound Jesus: They present Jesus as dangerous criminal 

 Handed over: Gk paradidōmi can also be translated as “betray” 
o Pilate will “hand over” Jesus to the soldiers 

 King of Jews: Implies Sanhedrin gave things a political spin 

 No answer: “Though harshly treated…not open mouth” (Is. 53:7) 
 

Verses 6-15: The Sentence of Death 
 

 One prisoner: Not recorded anywhere outside the gospels 
 Barabbas: His name means, “Son of Abba,” or “Son of the Father” 

o Which son will they choose?  How will the kingdom arrive? 
 Crowd: Unclear who is in the crowd (leaders, Jewish nationalists?) 

 Out of envy: Pilate knows the real reason they handed Jesus over 
 Crucify Him: The first time crucifixion is mentioned in the gospel 

o Note: The Romans perfected crucifixion to inflict great pain 
 Scourged: Tied to pillar or low post and whipped with bone/metal 

o Note: Jews limited to thirty-nine lashes; Romans – no limit 
o Jesus was whipped severely given He died only hours later  

 

Verses 16-20: Mockery by Soldiers  
 

 Praetorium: Pilate’s temporary headquarters in Jerusalem 
 Whole cohort: Roman cohort was detachment of 600 soldiers 

 Purple: Clothing of wealthy or kings given not fade (supernatural) 
o Note: Romans kept robes, but let high priest wear for feasts 

 Crown of thorns: Spiky branches from a nearby shrub  
o Genesis 3:18: Curse of “thorns and thistles” from Adam 

o Genesis 22:13: Fulfills ram caught in a thicket and offered 
 Striking on the head: Great pain as thorns dig in from each blow  

 Reed: Mock Jesus with a royal scepter held in right hand of king 
 Spitting on Him: “My face I did not shield from spitting” (Is. 50:6) 
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Verse 21: The Way of the Cross 
 

 Simon of Cyrene: Cyrene was a city in North Africa (Libya) 
o Key: Fifth station of the cross – help others to carry crosses 

 Rufus: “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord.” (Rom. 16:13) 
 Carry His cross: Carried cross beam, but needed help (so beaten)    

 
Verses 22-32: The Crucifixion  

 
 Golgotha: Aramaic word for skull - shaped hill or gruesome deaths 

 Myrrh: Mixed with wine to ease the pain; refused (Mk 14:25) 
 Crucified: Arms nailed to crossbeam; block of wood for feet 

 Lots: “They divide my garments, clothing cast lots” (Ps. 22:19) 
 King of the Jews: Irony is warning to bystanders, yet true 

o Key: Reveals true kingship: self-sacrifice, love, self-gift 
 Two Revolutionaries: Fulfillment of Suffering Servant (Is. 53)  

o Is. 53:12: “Because he surrendered himself to death, was 
counted among the transgressors.” 

 Right & Left: The two positions James & John requested (10:37)       

 Revile: Gk blasphēmeō; Jesus condemned for blasphemy (14:64) 
 Temple: By not coming down from cross, Jesus builds new temple 

 Save Yourself: Final temptation reminiscent of devil (Matt. 4:6)  
 Abusing: Roman soldiers, passerby, priests/scribes, criminals 

o  Ps 22:8: All who see me mock me…they shake their heads. 
 

Verses 33-41: The Death of Jesus 
 

 Noon: Three hours of darkness; creation itself turns away 
o Exod. 10:21-23: Darkness preceded death of firstborn sons 

o Amos 8:9: Sun set at midday, broad daylight cover darkness 
o Mark 13:24: Sun will be darkened (prior temple destroyed) 

 My God: Opening words from Ps. 22; invokes whole psalm (trust) 
 Breathed last: Jesus “hands over” His life; true identity revealed 

o Key: Son of Man who gives his life as a ransom (10:45) 

 Veil: Inner veil adorned with stars; heavens torn at baptism (1:10) 
o Key: End of old creation; tribulation at end times (13:26-31) 

 Centurion: Father acknowledged son (1:11); Roman acknowledges 
 Women: Male disciples fled, but women remain faithful & minister 

 
Verses 42-47: The Burial of Jesus 

 
 Sabbath: Burials considered work; Jesus must be buried before 

 Joseph of Arimathea: Risks ire of leaders and enemy of state 
 Linen cloth: Fabric of the wealthy; wrap body (Shroud of Turin) 

 Tomb: “Grave with the wicked…rich man in his death.” (Is. 53:9) 
 Key: God’s goodness (sacrifice, helpers) shines through great evils 


