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Gospel of Mark 
Chapter 16 

 
Review: Jesus is handed over to Pilate (15:1-5) where He is sentenced 

to death (15:6-15), mocked by soldiers (15:16-20), crucified (15:22-32), 
dies (15:33-41), and is buried (15:42-47).   

 
Chapter 16: Three women go to anoint Jesus, but discover that He has 

been raised from the dead (16:1-8).  Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene 
(16:9-11), two disciples (16:12-13), and sends the eleven (16:14-18). 

Jesus then ascends into heaven and works with His disciples (16:19-20).  
 

Key: The Resurrection substantiates all that Jesus said and did. 
 

Verses 1-8: The Resurrection of Jesus  
 

 Sabbath over: Mark is silent about the mystery of Holy Saturday 
 Brought spices: Last act of kindness for Jesus, i.e., anoint body 
 Sun had risen: First hint that darkness is overcome (Healy, 328) 

 First day: First day or the beginning of the new creation (Gn. 1:1) 
 Stone: Symbolizes finality of death and obstacles in meeting Jesus 

 Rolled back: God has opened the grave for Jesus (will for us too!) 
 Young man: Recalls young man left without linen cloth (14:51-52) 

 Has been raised: Passive verb suggests God raised Jesus. 
o Jn 10:18: I have power to lay it down, power to take it up 

 Tell his disciples: Women are the “apostles to the apostles” 
 Galilee: The place where Jesus first encountered His disciples 

o Pope: For each of us, there is a “Galilee” (began journey) 
 Said nothing: Reversal of Messianic secret (make known mystery)  

o Note: Oldest and most reliable manuscripts end here 
o Last page lost, possible persecution, Mark died, or intentional 

o Key: Mark depicts shortcomings; God overcomes our failures    
 
Verses 14-20: The Commissioning & Ascension  

 
 Hardness: Mark does not hide the Apostle’s failures (6:52; 8:17) 

 Creature: Despite weaknesses, the apostles are sent to proclaim 
 Baptized & Believe: Baptism (sacramental life) and faith required 

 Signs: Demonstration of God’s power to confirm gospel (witness)   
o Drive out demons: Jesus gave authority to apostles (3:14) 

o New languages: Gift of tongues at Pentecost (Acts 2:4) 
o Serpents: Paul protected from snake bite (Acts 28:3-6) 

o Hands on sick: Gifts of healing (sacrament of sick) (6:13) 
 Right Hand: Position of authority; prophecy to Sanhedrin (14:62) 

 Works with them: Jesus works in the Church until end of the age    
 Key: God has done great things in Christ and is always with you!  
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First Fruits 
 

 Jesus’ Resurrection is the cause of our Resurrection. 
 1 Cor. 15:20: But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
 Eternal life is a gift made possible because of Jesus’ Resurrection. 

 
Pattern 

 
 Jesus’ Resurrection is the pattern of our own resurrection.  

 Phil. 3:21: He will change our lowly body to conform with his 
glorified body by the power that enables him also to bring all things 

into subjection to himself. 
 If you want to know what your resurrection will be like, you must 

look to the Risen Jesus. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer III (Masses for the Dead) 
 

 Remember your servant [Name], whom you have called from this 

world to yourself. Grant that he (she) who was united with your son 
in a death like his, may also be one with him in his Resurrection, 

when from the earth he will raise up in the flesh those who have 
died, and transform our lowly body after the pattern of his own 

glorious body. 

Same, yet New 

 Continuity: Jesus has a body that can be seen, touch, and even 
eat.  The nail marks and wound in His side have not healed.       

(Jn. 20:27)  The Risen Christ is the crucified Christ.  
 Discontinuity: Jesus passes through grave clothes (Jn. 20:5-70), 

doors (Jn. 20:19, 26), and can seemingly appear (Mk. 16:12, 14; 
Jn. 20:19, 26) and disappear (Lk. 24:31) at will.  Christ’s Risen 

Body has new properties. 
 Key: In the Resurrection, you will still be you, but radically new.  

Sharing in Christ’s Death and Resurrection 

 
 Mk 10:38: Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the 

baptism with which I am baptized?   
 Baptism: Participation in Christ’s death and Resurrection.   

o Dipped in water: Dying to self, sharing in Christ’s sufferings 
o Rising from water: New life, sharing in His Resurrection 

 Funeral: Coffin sprinkled (baptism) and pall placed (garment). 
 Key: Church prays that loved one who shared in Christ’s death, 

may also share in His Resurrection. The more you share in His life 
here on earth, the more you will participate in His Resurrection.   


