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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 4 
 

Review: Chapter 3 provided various types of responses to Jesus and His 
miracles.  The Pharisees and Herodians (enemies) counseled how to 

destroy Jesus. Many from all parts of Israel came to hear Jesus and be 
healed by Him. Twelve were called to “be with Him” and sent out to do 
what He did.  Jesus’ relatives were worried about Him. Scribes from 

Jerusalem accused Jesus of being possessed by Beelzebub.      
 

Chapter 4: Mark gives us the first window into the content of Jesus’ 
preaching.  Jesus’ “Sermon on the Sea” sheds light on various responses 

to Him (parable of the sower) and the mystery God’s kingdom (parables 
of seeds).  The chapter concludes with Jesus calming the storm.       

 
Verses 1-2: Jesus Teaches in Parables  

 
 Teach by the sea: Mark’s Greek is clumsy – “He sat on the sea.”  

o Psalm 29:10: The Lord sits enthroned above the flood!  
Seven times Psalm 29 says “The voice of the Lord…” 

  Parables: Greek parabolē means “placing side by side.”  A parable 
is a short, memorable story or image, usually drawn from nature or 

daily life,that conveys profound spiritual truths.” (Healy, 82)   
o Key: Parables reveal (humble) and conceal (proud) 

 

Verses 3-9: Parable of the Sower 
  

 Hear this: Hebrew Shema; Hear, O Israel! (Dt. 6:4) 
 Sower: Sows in four different soils; seed is expensive (generous)  

 

 Key: This parable is foundational for understanding all the other 
parables.  “How will you understand any of the parables?” (4:13) 

o Notice that three-fourths of the seed does not produce fruit. 
 
Verses 10-13: Purpose of the Parables  

 
 This is one of the hardest passages in the New Testament 

 Isaiah 6:9: Go and say to this people: Listen carefully, but do not 
understand!  Look intently, but do not perceive! 

 After purging away his iniquities with a coal, God sends Isaiah to 
preach but he will fail (eyes and ears closed). Isaiah then asks, 

Path Birds came and ate it up 

Rocky Ground Sprang up at once, but sun scorched 

Thorns Thorns grew up and chocked it, no grain 

Rich soil Grew thirtyfold, sixty, and hundredfold 
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“How long?” (Is. 6:11). God replies until they have been purified 
(sent into exile). A holy “seed” will be left (Is. 6:13) 

 Key: It’s only after purification that the people will hear and see.  
Only after Jesus’ Passion (purged) that hearts will be opened.  

 
Verses 13-20: Jesus Explains the Parable 

 

 

 Irony: We will see that the apostles will not understand (4:13), 
seek worldly power (10:37), and fall away (14:50). Jesus worked 

with them (digging, removing thorns). He also works with us.    
 

Verses 26-29: Seed Grows of Itself 
 

 Note: This is the only parable that is unique to Mark.   
 Seed: God’s kingdom grows steadily of its own accord. 

 Key: We can plant, water, but ultimately, we rely upon God. 
 1 Cor. 3:6: I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the 

growth.  We can prepare the soil, but must rely on God.  
 

Verses 30-34: The Mustard Seed 
 

 Mustard Seed: Refer to Jesus Himself (burial) or 12 Apostles 

 Birds: Gentile nations finding home (Ezek 17:23, 31:6, Dan 4:9) 
 Note: While parables are difficult, the disciples ask for help!  

 
Verses 35-41: The Calming of a Storm at Sea 

 
 Other Side: Heading to east side - Gentile territory (takes faith!) 

 Violent Squall: Waves are coming into the boat (big storm!) 
 Jesus Asleep: He must be really tired! He has had a long day. 

o Psalm 4:9: In peace I will lie down and fall asleep for you 
alone, Lord, make me secure.  

 Cushion: Mark provides little details.  Peter remembers the event. 
 Do you not care: The disciples accuse Jesus of being indifferent 

 Rebuked: Word to describe casting out unclean spirits (1:25) 
 Wind Ceased: Jesus has power over nature (divine authority). 

o Psalm 107:28-29: In their distress they called to the Lord, 
who brought them out of their peril. He hushed the storm to 
a silence, the waves of the sea were stilled. 

 Who is this?  Disciples wrestling with Jesus’ identity. All must ask. 

Path Satan takes away the word 

Rocky Ground Tribulation or persecution – fall away 

Thorns Worldly anxiety, lure of riches choke the word 

Rich soil Hear, accept, bear much fruit 


