
Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 5 
 

Review: Chapter 4 gave us a window into the content of Jesus’ teaching.  
The parable of the sower relates the various responses to Jesus.  

Additionally, we learn that the Kingdom of God grows of its own accord 
and while it has small beginnings, eventually it will spread forth its 
branches that all nations (birds) can dwell in its shade. The chapter ends 

with Jesus calming the storm and the disciples questioning His identity.        
 

Chapter 5: God’s Kingdom continues to grow through Jesus. Just as He 
has power over the destructive forces of nature (4:35-41), so He has 

power over the destructive forces within a human person (demoniac).  
Jesus’ final two miracles in this section demonstrate He has power over 

sickness (woman with hemorrhage) and death (Jairus’ daughter).           
 

Verses 1-13: Man tormented by Demons  
 

 Territory of Gerasenes: Jesus lands in non-Jewish territory. He 
will expel demons as He first did among Jews (1:21-27). 

    

 
 Son of the Most High God: Answers the question at the end of 

chapter 4, “Who then is this?”  It comes from an unlikely source! 

 They were drowned: Reminiscent of Pharaoh’s army (Exod. 14).  
Jesus wipes out their economy. Jesus removes obstacles to God. 

 
Verses 14-20: Bearing Witness to Christ  

 
 Clothed & right mind: Restores human dignity and sees clearly; 

Mark 16:5 - man clothed and sitting by tomb (Jesus’ Resurrection) 
 Seized with fear: In Mark’s Gospel, fear opposite of faith (4:41) 

 Leave district: They perceive Jesus as threat to their well-being 
 Remain with him: Wants to “to be with” (become disciple – 3:14) 

 Go and announce: Jesus tells him to become an evangelist   
Jesus will return to the region later and be welcomed (7:31-32) 

 What Jesus did for him: Evangelization is about personal witness 
 Note: Mark presents Jesus’ disciples in positive light so far: ask to 

understand his teaching; travel with Jesus’ to non-Jewish territory 

From the tombs Touch grave renders unclean (Num 19:16) 

Bound with shackles/chains Jesus is the strong man (Mk 3:27) 

Bruising himself with stones Man is a danger to himself 

Legion – many of us 6,000 in army (overwhelming presence) 

Large herd of swine Unclean animals (Dt 14:8) 

Unclothed Loss of human dignity 



Two Healings: Mark uses narrative technique of an outer story shedding 
light on an inner story (A B A).  We must read (B) in light of (A).    

 Similarities include: Both are female, 12 years, hopeless 
situations, require faith for healing, and reaching hand with touch 

 
Verses 21-24: A Father’s Plea (A) 

 
 Crossed again: Jesus returns to western side of lake (Jewish side) 

 Jairus: Synagogue ruler, loves daughter, displays humility 
o First of three stories of parent seeking help for their child 

(Syrophoenician woman – 7:25-30) and father of son with 
spirit (9:14-29).  In all three cases, there are obstacles. 

 Get well: Greek sothe can mean “be healed” or “be saved” 
 He went with him: Jesus is attentive to individual needs 

 
Verses 25-34: Triumph over Disease (B) 

 
 Woman with hemorrhage: Serious, but not life threatening 
 Many years: Sense of woman’s suffering – she’s tried everything 

 Having heard: Jesus’ fame has spread. He is the talk of the town. 
 Touch his clothes: She touches with faith and is healed. 

 Power had gone out: In Catechism, fresco from the catacomb of 
Saints Marcellinus and Peter, Rome, before Part II (Sacraments) 

o The sacraments of the Church now continue the works that 
Christ had performed during his earthly life (CCC 1115). 

o Key: Many Catholics “bump up” against the Eucharist as the 
crowds did, but power goes out only to those who have faith. 

 Daughter, faith saved: Healed from touch, now hear “saved.”  
 Note: Poor Jairus has been waiting as Jesus addresses this need!   

  
Verses 35-43: Triumph over Death (A) 

 
 Daughter is dead: Jairus was probably devastated (and angry). 
 Why trouble?  Lack of faith; Jesus cannot do anything to help. 

 Do not be afraid: See contrast between fear and faith again 
 Commotion, wailing loudly: Expression of great grief 

 Child is not dead but asleep: Jesus’ perspective, death like sleep  
 Ridiculed Him: First instance of ridicule of Jesus (cf 15:20) 

 Talitha koum: Aramaic – eyewitness detail (Peter remembers!) 
 Arose Immediately: Evokes Jesus’ future Resurrection 

 No one should know: Pretty unrealistic as the news will spread 
 Note: Jesus brought Jairus’ daughter back to life because of Jairus’ 

faith.  Like the friends of the paralytic, our faith can benefit others! 
 Key: Disciples have heard Jesus’ teaching (parables with 

explanation), and witnessed four great miracles.  This critical time 
of “being with” Him is preparing them to be sent out in Mark 6. 


