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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 6 
 

Review: Chapter 5 concludes the section of four great miracles: Calming 
the storm (4:35-41), demoniac living among the tombs (5:1-13), woman 

with the hemorrhage (5:25-34), and raising of Jairus’ daughter (5:35-
43).  Jesus has power over the destructive forces of nature, destructive 
forces within a human person, sickness, and death. 

 
Chapter 6: The advance of God’s Kingdom over sin, sickness, and death 

comes to a halt (albeit temporarily) by the great obstacle of unbelief in 
Jesus’ hometown (6:1-6).  Consequently, Jesus gives His disciples 

authority and sends them out.  The chapter concludes with the two 
miracles of feeding the five thousand (6:35-44) and Jesus walking on the 

water (6:45-52).       
 

Verses 1-6: Unbelief at Nazareth  
 

 Teaching in Synagogue: We see Jesus again teaching with 
wisdom and His hands work mighty deeds (two parts of Mass). 

 Brothers: Greek adelphoi can mean blood brothers or a range of 
kinship relationships (e.g., cousin).  For example, Mark 15:40 tells 

us that James and Joses are the children of a different Mary.   
 Lack of Faith: Cynicism and unbelief hamstring God’s power.  A 

doubting community is not a place where God’s grace freely flows.  

This is the second rejection in Mark’s Gospel (e.g., 3:6)  
 

Verses 7-32: Sending and Return of the Twelve 
     

 

Key: The blood of the martyrs is the seed of Christians (Tertullian).  The 
fruit of the Apostles’ mission rests upon the sacrificial death of John, 
which foreshadows and participates in Jesus’ Passion. The Apostles (and 

Christian) must share in Christ’s Passion to share in His Resurrection. 
 

 

Bread Section (6:33-8:26) 
 

 Reader better understands Jesus (5,000 & 4,000) & walk on water 
 Disciples move deeper in misunderstanding (deaf man & blind man) 

 Gospel reaches midpoint with Peter’s confession (8:29)  
 

Sends the Twelve (A) Authority, simplicity, preach, miracles 

Beheading John Baptist (B) Party, dance, rash promise, pride, killing 

Return of the Twelve (A) Report of all they did and taught 
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Verses 33-34: The Compassion of Jesus  
 

 Vast Crowd: Mark emphasizes large crowds seeking Jesus (4:1) 
 Heart Moved with Pity: A glimpse into the emotions of Jesus 

o Compassion: Latin com + pati – “to suffer with” (Ps. 86:12) 
 Sheep without a Shepherd: Pray for good shepherds! 

o Ezekiel 34:11: I myself will pasture my sheep…give rest 
 Teach them: Teaching is feeding, healing, satisfies spiritual hunger 

 Key: Feasting on Jesus’ teaching (Word) before bread (Eucharist) 
 

Verses 35-44: The Feeding of Five Thousand 
 

Old Testament Mark 6:35-44 

God feeds in wilderness (Ex. 16) This is a deserted place (6:35) 

Moses complains can’t feed (Num. 11:13) Are we to buy 200 days food?  (6:37) 

Isaiah foretells of banquet (Is. 25:6) Jesus provides banquet (6:41) 

Israel in rows (100, 50, 10) (Ex. 18:21) Israel in rows of 100 and 50 (6:40) 

God provides manna (Ex. 16:15) Jesus provides bread (6:41-44) 

All are satisfied in desert (Ex. 16:18) All ate and were satisfied (6:42) 

Elisha feeds 100 with 20 loaves          
(2 Kgs 4:42-44) 

Jesus feeds 5,000 men (20,000 
people) with 5 loaves (6:41, 44) 

Key: God gives manna in exodus to 
Promised Land 

Key: Jesus gives bread in new 
exodus to true Promised Land 

 
 Banquets: Whereas Herod’s banquet ended in death (6:14-30), 

Jesus’ banquet feeds ordinary people leading to life (6:41-44). 
 You give: Jesus allows them to experience their poverty (us too!) 

 Five loaves, two fish: Give what you have and God will multiply! 
 Eucharist: Taking…blessed…broke…and gave (see 14:22) 

 Disciples: Jesus works through His disciples (honor to cooperate) 
 Satisfied: Jesus fills the “God-size” hole we have in our hearts 

 Wicker: Greek kophinos – word for small Jewish wicker basket 
 

Verses 45-52: Walking on Water   
 

Feeding Five Thousand Intimate Prayer Walking on Water 

 

 Boat: Far out, headwind, between 3 am and 6 am (they are tired!) 
 Pass by: God revealed to Moses and Elijah (Ex. 34:6; 1 Kgs 19:11) 

 Cried out: Before the storm scared them (4:38), now it is Jesus. 
 It is I: Greek egō eimi or “I AM”; name at burning bush (Ex. 3:14) 

 Hearts hardened: Like Pharisees (3:5); discipleship is a process 


