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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 8 
 

Review: Chapter 7 begins with a dispute between Jesus and religious 
leaders over Jewish legal customs (7:1-23). Jesus focuses on the heart, 

i.e., interior transformation.  Jesus then travels to Tyre where he heals 
the Syrophoenician’s daughter from an unclean spirit (7:24-30). Finally, 
Jesus returns to the district of the Decapolis (5:1-13 – healed demoniac) 

where He heals a deaf man with a speech impediment (7:31-37).   
 

Chapter 8: While in the Decapolis, Jesus feeds four thousand (8:1-10).  
After refusing to give a sign to the Pharisees, He heads back to the 

western shore of the Sea of Galilee (8:11-13).  The disciples continue to 
struggle to understand Jesus (8:14-21).  Jesus opens the eyes of a blind 

man in two stages (8:22-26).  Finally, Peter confesses that Jesus is the 
Messiah (first high point of Mark’s Gospel) (8:27-30) wherein Jesus 

begins teaching what it means for Him to be the Messiah (8:31-38). 
 

Verses 1-10: Jesus Feeds Four Thousand 
 
Feeding of Five Thousand (6:34-44) Feeding of Four Thousand (8:1-10) 

Jewish territory (Western side) Gentile territory (Decapolis) 

Disciples take the initiative (6:35-36) Jesus takes the initiative (8:1-3) 

Sheep without a shepherd (6:34) Sheep are hungry (8:1) 

Disciples complain – lack bread (6:37) Disciples complain – lack bread (8:4) 

Five loaves and two fish (6:38) Seven loaves and few fish (8:5, 7) 

Blessed, broke, and gave (6:41) Gave thanks, broke, and gave (8:6) 

Twelve baskets left over (12 tribes) Seven baskets left over (7 nations) 

 
 Mark 6:43: Greek kophinous for small Jewish wicker basket 

 Mark 8:8: Greek spyridas for Gentile basket 
 Key: Jesus is “bread from heaven” for Jew and Gentile 

 
Verse 11-13: Demand for a Sign 

 
 They leave the Decapolis going toward Dalmanutha (by Magdala)? 
 Somehow they end up at Bethsaida – northeast shore of the lake 

 
Verses 14-21: The Leaven of the Pharisees 

 
 One Loaf: Forgot the seven baskets; Jesus is the one loaf 

 Leaven: Sinful attitudes/behaviors that corrupt the community 
 Not see/hear: Spiritual blindness (healed deaf man & blind man) 

o One event sheds light on another (pearls on necklace) 
 Remember: Importance of remembering what God has done! 

 Five loaves/seven loaves: One loaf provides for Jew and Gentile 
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Verses 22-26: The Blind Man of Bethsaida 
 

 Bethsaida: Arrived at different destination (God provides!) 
 They brought: Friends bring man to Jesus (c.f., Mark 2:1-12) 

 Spittle: Literally “spitting into his eyes” (chap. 7 – deaf man) 
 Trees walking: Partial vision (Peter’s confession of Messiah) 

 Saw Clearly: 20/20 vision (Suffering Messiah) 
 

Verses 27-30: Peter’s Confession about Jesus 
 

 Caesarea Philippi: Source of Jordan River (core of Jesus’ identity) 
o Place of pagan worship (Baal and later Greek nature god Pan) 

o Herod the Great built temple to honor Caesar Augustus 
o Julius Caesar assassinated in 44 BC; adopted son Octavian 

came to power.  Senate passed resolution that Julius, 
Octavain’s father, was a god; Octavian became “son of god” 

o Standing in front of temple dedicated to Caesar Augustus 
 

Herod’s Response Disciples’ Response (people) 

John the Baptist…others were 

saying Elijah, prophet (6:14-15) 

John the Baptist; others Elijah, still 

others one of the prophets (8:28) 

 

 Along the Way: Jesus will travel to Jerusalem from 8:27-10:52  
 Who do you say that I am: Major question for the reader 

o High opinions of Jesus, but opinions all over the board 
 You are the Messiah: Mid-point of gospel (peak of mountain) 

 Not to tell anyone: Peter (and disciples) have myopic vision 
 Key: Jesus will work to heal their myopic vision “along the way” 

 

First Half (1:1-8:30) Second Half (8:31-16:20) 

Discovery of Jesus’ identity Mystery of Jesus’ suffering & glory 

 
Three Cycles: Passion prediction, misunderstanding, teaching  

 

First Cycle 8:21 - 9:29 

Second Cycle 9:30 - 10:31 

Third Cycle 10:32 - 10:52 

 

Verses 31-33: The First Passion Prediction  
 

 Son of Man: Daniel 7 – four beasts come from the sea; Son of Man 
(people of Israel or holy ones) “handed over,” but vindicated 

 Peter rebuked: Word Jesus used in 1:25 (demon) & 4:39 (wind) 

 Get behind me: Greek Opisō Mou, first call of Peter (1:17) 
 Think as human beings: Repent (metanoia) change mind (1:15)    


