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Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 9 
 

Review: Chapter 8 is a significant turning point in Mark’s Gospel.  In the 
midst of great confusion about Jesus, Peter confesses, “You are the 

Messiah.”  After the confession, Jesus begins teaching what it means for 
Him to be the Messiah (8:31-38).  Jesus will begin making His way to 
Jerusalem, where He will teach that as the Messiah, He will suffer, die, 

and rise again.  Those who choose to be His disciples must be willing to 
share in His suffering and death, i.e., pick up their cross and follow Him. 

 
Chapter 9: Leaving Caesarea Philippi, Jesus leads three of His disciples 

up a high mountain where He is transfigured before them (9:2-8).  
Coming down from the mountain, Jesus speaks about the coming of Elijah 

(9:9-13) and heals a boy possessed by a demon (9:14-29).  Passing 
through Galilee, Jesus provides a second passion prediction (9:30-32) and 

corrects misunderstanding (9:33-37).  Finally, Jesus provides lessons on 
discipleship, including avoidance of sin and the flavor of salt (9:42-50).  

 
Verse 1: Not Taste Death before They See the Kingdom of God 

 
 Kingdom of God: Prefigured in the Transfiguration (9:2-8), 

experienced in Jesus’ death and Resurrection (chaps. 15-16), and 
fully realized at the end of the age.     

 

Verses 2-8: The Transfiguration 
 

Transfiguration Background 

And after six days God’s presence covered Mt. Sinai for 
six days…spoke to Moses (Ex. 24:16) 

Peter, James and John Prominent leaders in early Church 

Transfigured before them Humanity radiates glory (8:38, 13:26) 

Garments intensely white Holiness and purity (cf Rev. 7:9) 

No fuller on earth God’s grace is transformative 

Elijah and Moses Moses (Law) and Elijah (Prophets) 

Three tents Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23:39-43) 

Cloud overshadowed Sign of God’s Presence (Ex. 40:34) 

Theophany (Trinity) Father (voice), Son, Holy Spirit (cloud) 

 
 Key: Transfiguration strengthens disciples for the challenges ahead 

 
Verses 9-13: The Coming of Elijah 

 
 Elijah: Malachi 3:23-24 – Elijah will reappear to restore families 

 Has come: John the Baptist (1:2-6) wore similar clothing (1:6); 
pursued by wicked queen/weak king (1 Kgs 19:1-2; Mk 6:14-29) 
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Verses 14-29: Healing of a Boy with a Mute Spirit 
 

 Scribes Arguing: Jesus encountered trials in the desert after His 
baptism (1:12-13); now there is a trial after the transfiguration 

o Key: Oftentimes after rich experiences, we face trials in life 
 Brought son to you: Close identification with disciples and Jesus 

o Jesus gave apostles authority over unclean spirits (Mark 6:7) 
 Foams/grinds teeth: Boy’s physical symptoms resemble epilepsy 

 How long? Refusal to believe after witnessing so many miracles 
 From childhood: Unclean spirit has afflicted boy most of his life 

 Have pity on us: Example of a loving parent pleading for child 
 I believe, help my unbelief: Beautiful and honest petition 

o Key: Virtue of faith exists in degrees (can be strengthened) 
o You strengthen your faith by making acts of faith! 

 Convulsing him terribly: Heightening resistance of unclean spirit 
 Like a Corpse/Arose: Mini-gospel of death and resurrection  

 

First Passion Prediction Convulsions, corpse, 

arose (Jesus’ Passion) 

Second Passion 

Prediction 

 

Verse 30-32: Second Passion Prediction 
 

 Passed through Galilee: One of Mark’s geographical references 
o Key: Jesus moved from Caesarea Philippi (far north), six 

days to Mount Tabor, then through Galilee toward Jerusalem 
 No one knew it: Major change in Jesus’ teaching – previously 

taught crowds (4:1-9), but now gives private instruction to disciples 
o Key: Disciples need intensive formation for what lies ahead 

 Handed over & killed: As John the Baptist was “handed over”  

 Afraid to ask him: Peter does not object; instead stunned silence 
 

Verses 33-37: Teaching on True Greatness 
 

 Capernaum: Another geographical reference before going to Judea 
 What discussing? Small group discussion on who is the greatest 

 Greatest: Personal ambition perennial problem in the Church 
o Key: When take eyes off Jesus, obtain worth by comparing 

 First, last of all: Turns worldly values upside down (metanoia) 
 Child: Beauty of St. Therese and her “little way!” 

 
Verses 42-50: Lessons on Discipleship 

 

Causes one of these little ones Avoiding scandal of sin for others 

Hand, foot, eye causes sin Hyperbole on seriousness of sin 

Have salt in yourselves Flavor for others – thirst for Jesus 

Be at peace with one another Addresses the quarrel in 9:33-37 
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