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 For the next week we will be reading through St. Paul’s letter to the 

Colossians.  As I typically do, I thought I might provide a little background 

so that the letter might be a little more meaningful for you.   

 First, keep in mind that there are thirteen letters by St. Paul in our 

New Testament.  Scholars believe that Colossians is a later letter, written in 

either the late 50’s or early 60’s (about 30 years after the death of Christ).   

 Of the cities that Paul wrote to, Colossae was definitely on the smaller 

side.  The people there were mostly Gentiles, but there was a very small 

Jewish community.  Concerning their beliefs, they were all over the board.  

It seems that they took a little bit of everything – this is sometimes known 

as syncretism – a fusion of beliefs from various traditions. 

 Now, for the key question: Why is St. Paul writing to the community?  

Sometimes we know he wrote letters just to encourage people, but other 

times he did so to fix problems that were present in the community.  In 

Colossae, scholars believe there was some type of false teaching creeping 

into the church.   

 Certain people were coming in and basically saying that Jesus was not 

sufficient for their salvation.  Instead, they needed to focus on ascetical 

practices (fasting).  Additionally, they should pay attention to visions and 

angels.  These, too, were necessary for their salvation.  St. Paul gets word of 

this false teaching, and in response, picks up his pen to inform them that 

Christ and Christ alone is sufficient for salvation.   

 In today’s reading, he begins as usual by introducing himself as an 

apostle called by God.  He then thanks the Colossians for their faith.  He is 

grateful for the good things that are happening.  However, we will soon hear 

that as the letter unfolds he will correct what is deficient in their faith. 

 For us today, I think we can take a couple of things away from this 

beautiful letter.  First, keep in mind that so often, we too, have an admixture 

of false beliefs mixed in with truth.  Unfortunately, some assimilate 

prevalent beliefs in the culture that are contrary to our faith – freedom is 

whatever I want or marriage is between any two consenting adults.  In these 

cases, there is need for conversion and purification.        

 May we be open to those areas where we need conversion so that we 

more grow more fully in Him.    


