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 I thought I would mention right off the bat that I actually choose these 

six verses to write about for my Master’s thesis while at the seminary last 

year.  I know what you’re thinking – what a nerd!  Well, I hope you’re 

comfortable because I thought I would take some time to read it to you.  No, 

I won’t do that to you.  However, I can just give you some of the highlights. 

 One of the things I researched about these six verses is how they fit 

into St. Paul’s overall letter to the Colossians.  You know, if you pick up a 

book and just begin reading in chapter 2, you would be a little lost as to how 

it fits into the overall narrative. 

 To give you a bird’s eye view of the whole letter, scholars believe that 

St. Paul was writing to the Colossians because there was some type of false 

teaching that was creeping into the Christian community there.  There was a 

heavy emphasis on ascetical practices, maintaining certain holidays, and 

some type of mysticism concerning angels, etc.  According to this false 

teaching, you needed to do these things in addition to following Jesus Christ.  

The “false teachers” were saying these practices were as important as Jesus. 

 So what does St. Paul do?  He picks up the pen and writes to let the 

Colossians know that Jesus and Jesus alone is sufficient for salvation.  

Additionally, scholars believe that the particular verses in today’s first 

reading are actually a hymn of some sort that the early Christians may have 

been singing in their community.  Whether St. Paul wrote the hymn or 

adopted it from somewhere else is a matter of debate. 

 If you look at the hymn (verses 15-20), it is actually broken into two 

parts.  The first part gives a cosmic view of Christ and His role in creation.  

It is in and through Christ that creation came about.  Additionally, all of 

creation is meant for Christ.  In the second part of the hymn, the author of 

the hymn (either Paul or someone else) extols how all of recreation (i.e., 

redemption or reconciliation) comes about in Christ as well.  In other words, 

both the spheres of creation and recreation occur in Christ. 

 What can we learn from these six little verses?  First, they certainly 

present a cosmic view of Christ and that He alone is sufficient for our 

salvation.  Just as in St. Paul’s time, our culture today suggests many beliefs 

and ways of living that are not according to Christ.  As with the Colossians, 

we are called to hold fast to Christ, whom we love and place our hope.  He 

must remain the focal point our belief, our worship, and our way of living.         


