
 Let us assume for a moment that you meet someone who is earnestly 

seeking God, but really doesn’t know a whole lot about Him.  You share a 

little bit about Christ and our faith with him until they ask you point blank, 

“So what would make me a Christian?”  What makes a Christian? 

 Of course, we say, “Well baptism.  It’s the doorway into the Church.  

Through the waters of baptism we become a new creation – dying to our old 

way of life and rising to new life.”  This is true to some extent.  However, it’s 

not the full picture of the story. 

 It’s our celebration today which points us to the meaning of becoming 

a Christian in the fullest sense of the term.  Paul, armed with letters in his 

hands and breathing down the apostles on his way to Damascus, encounters 

the risen Christ.  It’s an encounter as we heard which knocks him to the 

ground and blinds him.    

 In other words, while he believed that he saw God perfectly or “knew” 

God perfectly by following the Mosaic Law, he was blind.  Without Christ, He 

was blind to the truth that God is revealed perfectly in Jesus Christ. 

 Certainly, baptism is absolutely critical in becoming a Christian.  This is 

clear.  Paul himself was baptized shortly after his conversion.  However, it is 

important to encounter with Christ again and again after baptism!   

 Pope emeritus Benedict XVI gave a nice year of reflections on St. Paul 

in his Wednesday audiences in 2008-09.  In one of these audiences, he says 

that Christianity is not a new philosophy or a new morality.  Instead, he says 

“We are only Christians if we encounter Christ.”  Without Jesus, I suppose 

our faith appears to have a lot of rules – a new morality as Benedict says.   

 However, this is to see our faith from the outside.  The rules, as I have 

mentioned before, are there to protect our relationship with Christ.  Our faith 

is about a Person – it’s about helping people encounter Christ, who is our 

light and our joy.   

 Certainly, we may not encounter Him like Paul did – a great flash of 

light.  However, He does meet us in some pretty humble ways – in prayer by 

touching our hearts, in Sacred Scripture, the Mass, and so forth.  My hope 

and prayer is that each day, we will encounter Jesus anew so that He will 

illumine us.  In doing so, we can help others encounter Christ so that they, 

too, can become Christians.  


