
Conversion of St. Paul 
 
 Our celebration of St. Paul’s conversion is a mini-paradigm or 

model for living the Christian faith.  On his way to Damascus, the 
Risen Christ encounters Paul.  First thought: Christianity is not 

primarily about morality – being a “good person,” nor is it centered on 
an idea, a “good life.”   

 

 Instead, it’s essentially about an encounter with a Person, Jesus 
Christ.  If one hasn’t encountered Christ, he or she has not 

experienced the essence of our faith: Communion with Christ.  
Christianity is about communion with God and through Him, with one 

another. 
 

 Additionally, notice that with St. Paul’s conversion, he doesn’t 
really lose what was good in his life.  Saul was zealous for the Law, the 

prophets, for the truth.  These are all good things!  In short, he was 
zealous for the one true God and the Jewish way of life.  

 
 The same could be said for anyone who encounters Christ.  He 

or she doesn’t lose anything that is of value.  Pope Benedict remarked 
in his homily at his inaugural Mass to the papacy, “Do not be afraid of 

Christ!”  He takes nothing away, and gives you everything.  When we 

give ourselves to him, we receive a hundredfold in return.”  Paul would 
be the first to testify to this! 

 
 Finally, notice the role that Ananias played in Saul’s conversion.  

Outside of this incident, we don’t know anything about him – what he 
did before or after.  He is an ordinary man whom the Lord used for 

Paul’s conversion.  In fact, Paul is much smarter than Ananias, but 
God uses Ananias to baptize Saul. 

 
 God often uses ordinary people in significant ways – sometimes, 

as here, only once in a lifetime.   But without Ananias, think of all the 
communities who not have benefited from his ministry.  Even today, 

we benefit from St. Paul – our city and cathedral are named after him! 
 

 Here is a good question, “How is the Lord calling me to be an 
Ananias for someone? There are a lot of blind people in the world 

today – walking around, having no direction and purpose in life.  You 

may think you are ordinary or insignificant.  However, these are the 
qualities Jesus uses for His own purposes!  In your prayers, ask Jesus 

to be an “Ananias” someone’s conversion that God may be glorified.  


