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Genesis 1 & 2

The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms the creation of

the world, along with orlﬁina! holiness and fall of the first
cougle, as real historical events that Scripture describes in

sym olic and Figurative Ways (CCE357,562,915,990, 596; f
Hahn, 14).

Genesis I-1l offers a Aistoricalaccount of Primeval times such
as creation of the cosmos bg God, the creation of man and
woman, the unity of the human race, the testing and fall of
man from a state omcgrace and original innocence (Hahn, 14).

However, Genesis -1l exhibit notable Para”cls with the
mﬂtﬁo/og/ca/ traditions of the ancient Near East. Genesis uses
Poetic imagcrg and sgmbolic rePresentations of the mgs’ceries
that Pertain to divine and human realities (Hal—m, 15

Genesis1 & 2

Genesis I: Presents the big Picture of how God created the
heavens and earth in six successive clags (rested on seventh).

Genesis 2: Using sgmbolic truths, the author then zooms in on a

small Part of the big Picture bg Focusing on the creation of the
first man and woman (Pinnacie of creation).

Key: In Genesis 1, we hear that man/woman is made in the image
and likeness of God. In Genesis 2, we see what it means to be
made in God’s image and likeness (e.g., dominion and
relationship) :
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Tohu wa-bohu
: . Without form and void: The earth is Prcsentecl as an
amorPhous mass of material of land submergecl in water

(Hahn, 17).

. God will bring order out of chaos bg His Word so that the earth

becomes habitable for Plants, animals, and human beings‘

. Without Form: Days 1-3 will fix the Problcm “without form” bg ;
! crcating time and space for habitants.

| . Void: Days 46 will “fill> each realm with “rulers” or
“governors” (e.g;, sun, moon, vegetation, animals, mankind).

: . God builds the house (1-3), then fills it with inhabitants (4-6).

Genesis |

«  Genesis 1:2: And the earth was without form and void...

Formlessness EmPtincss Dimensions
(tohu) (bohu)
Day 1: Day and Nignt | Day 4 Sun, Moon, Time
and Stars
Day 2: Sea and Skg Day 5: Fish and Birds SPace
Day 3: Land and Day 6: Man and Lite
Vege’cation Animals
Day 7: The Sabbath Rest
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Giving Form I:i”ing Void
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Genesis 2

' . Literal translation: “And YHWH God formed the man, soil,
from the ground.”

; Wordpla : Man (‘aa’am) is formed from the ground
(‘adamal) . Thus, we have a kind of “soil man” formed from

the dust or clag of the ground.

. Note: Given that the ground is watered bg the mist from the
earth, the man is formed from the red gooey clag or mud.

. Dust: ngbolic of human mortali:?. In sl’xort, the man has a
sPecial relationship to the ground. Heis created from it, his
iob is to cultivate it (2:5,15) and upon death he returns to it

{ )(5:19). _
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Breath of Life

. Breath of Life: The animating principle that makes man a
[g RECID
s

living creature like the anima

. This “divine inbreathir?" or “spark” makes man a “living

being.” In verse 19, God also forms the animals from the
grouncl. However, they do not receive the “divine

inbreathing.” Therefore, there is a qualitative difference

}:)etWeen the man ancl the animals. r

For the Hebrews) there is LIFE (breath of life) and life
(without breath of life - what animals have).

. Kcy: After Adam eats from the tree of the knowleclge of

good and evil, he will have life, but not LIFE (breath of life).
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The Creation of Adam
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Storg with an E‘clge

b Genesis was written in a world dominated bg Polytheism.

People around Israel believed in many gocls, oftentimes
worshiPPecl in created things (i.e. sun, moon, animals, etc.).

| . Genesis says, “God is one.” Aéclitiona”g, it says, “Our God

created what you worshi[:) as gocls (e.g., sun, moon).”

Key: Genesis Proclaims, “There is onlaLj one God, who
transcends the natural world, created all things ina
symphong of natural beaut9 and order.”

Hicrarchy: Inanimate things (sun, moon),
animate creatures( lants animals) :
human race (crown of creation) (Hahn 17).
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We | earn

' . ATFew Points about Human Bcings so Far:

3 Created: We CIlCl not create ourselves and we do not rule
t]ﬁe universe 139 ourselves.

Limited: We are destined to return to the earth.

. Good: Earthis good; we are not created from negative

forces (i Vo blood of demonic gocb :

. One: We are all formed from God’s oneearth. There are
not different kinds of “blood and soil” as the Nazi’s
believed. There is one I’lumanitg in the many human beings
(contraracism). ~Ratzi nger, /n the Beg/nn/h‘g 4244
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Evolution

. There is much discussion surroun&in%evolution because it
touches on tl'we most central belie?s about ourselvcs and
the world. In other words, it hits close to home!

Evolutionarg theories attempt to answer questions about

the origins of the universe, liEe, and more Particular, human

beings. 5
. The Book of Genesis offers a historical account of the ‘
origin of the universe and human beings in Poctic and
symbolic language. [ts main interest is that God created a

armonious, diverse, and hierarchical world for His glorg

and t}‘ne ood of every creature. Genesis is not concerned
1 with the detailed questions o¥@ and when God created
the universe. This is left to science and c]iscover\til

¢
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Evolution - Three Positions

g Special or Instantaneous Creation: A given thing does not
clevelop, but was instantaneous|9 an Airectlg created bg
God. The universe was created 6,000 to 10,000 years
ago. This Position is often held bﬂ fundamentalists.

Developmental Creation (Thcistic Evolution): God
crcatej) the world not in a Per‘Fcct state, but rather in a
"state of becoming” wherein created things develop from a
Previous state or rorm to more Pchecteag states under His

Providence.

. Atheistic Evolution: A thing developed due to random
forces alone. The universe is rough|9 1.8 billion years old,
life on earth L5 billion years old. Modern man is about
200,000 years old.
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Catholic Position
. What does the Church hold? There are Paramcters.

; Cosmo!ogical Evolution: The universe was speciauy created
out of nothing. Vatican I defined that everyone must “confess
the world andg all things which are contained in it, both sPiri’cual
and material, as regards their whole substance, have been

Procluced bg God out of no’ching” (canon %).

Key: The universe is of finite age, i.e., it has not existed for
all cternity. It leaves to science its age (1,000s or bi”ions’?)

; Biological Evolution: The Church does not have an official
Position on whether life forms cleveloped over time. If they did
develop, they did so under the impetus and guidance of God.
Ultimatelg, their creation is ascribed to Him.

18
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Evolution of Cats

* Inlessthan20 years,
cats evolved from
Plagingwith yarn to
texting and creati ng
software aPPIications.

o Inthe next 20 years, it’s
expected that they will
ru"z the world for %Leir
sinister purposes.
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Scientitic Studies

. Until recentl?) homo 53/0/%:/75 was tl'xought to have evolved

aPProximate Yy 200,000 years ago in East Africa. This
estimate was sl’uai)ed by the discoverg in1967 of the oldest
remains (two skulls) ata site in Etl‘xiopia’s Omo Va”ey.

= InJune 2017, however, all of this c]’wangec!. A multigear
excavation site revealed that Auman sapienswas Present at
Jebel lrhoucﬂ, Morocco. Theg found sfill Fragments anda
jaw bone dated about 315,000 years ago.

: ; Kcy: Science slﬂould remain oPen to tl‘re Prospect that we ma

$

3

! saJDiens b

have evolved elsewhere in Africa (Ragertg, Just How Old is
Homo SaPiens? Britannica.
]’ﬁ:tps: //swww.britannica.com/ storg/just~how~o|d~is~homo~
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Catholic Position

Human Evolution: Man’s boclg could have Aevelopecl from

Previous biologjcal forms, under God’s gui&ancc.
However, the soul was created immccliatelg by God.

, Key: Our souls did not evolve, nor are our souls inherited
3 from our Parents as our bodies are.

Parent: | have five children and they could not be more
different from each other! Wh&f: While theg may have
similar Phgsiological features, t ey have unique souls.

. Cardinal Ratzin%fr: Human beings are not the Product of
haphazarcl mistakes, but rather something willed; thcg are
the fruit of love — “Yes Father, you willed me.”

23

Evolution

Humani Generis (1950): The Church does not forbid that, in |

cor’ncormitg with the sciences and sacred theolo : research
and discussions, on the part of men experiencegsgn both
fields, take Place with regard to the doctrine of evolution, in
asfarasit inquires into the origin of the human bo&g as
f coming from Pre~existent and I;S

' faith g)liges us to hold that souls are immec!iatelg created

bg God (Paragralo}‘: 36).

Kcy: Research and discussions can inquire how God created
the boclg mediatelg e inclirectly, over time via an
evolutionar Proccss). However, the evolutionary process
cannot exp ain the human soul that is unic]uclg created b
God. The Church rejects atheistic evolution or that human

beingsi‘can be recluced to biglﬂogig_a!écvelogment 91_0n¢. iRt

Ving matter — for the Catholic

24
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Evolution

. St. Pope John Paul II: With man, we find ourselves Facinga
different ontological order — an onto!ogical IcaP, we could say.

Key: Certain asPccts of a human being such as self-
consciousness, sch~awarencss, moralgconsciencc, self-
determination (Free will) , ascetic and re‘igious exPerience
(.e., the sPiritual dimension) are not the Procluct of an
evolutionarg process.

PoPe Benedict XVI: The theory of evolution seeks to
understand and describe biological c{cvelopments. But in
cloing 50, it cannot cxl:)lain where the ‘project’ of human
ersons come from, nor their inner origjn, nor their Parl:icular
nature. To that extent we are faced with two
ﬁCng,lﬁﬂlQﬂta.EgA:f.a_ther than r&utua.”g.%dusiyge — realties.

Evolution

. Cardinal Ratzinger (1981): We must have the audacitg to say
that the great Projects of the living creation are not the
Products of chance and error. Nor are tl')eg the Proc]ucts of
a selective process to which divine Preclicates can be
attributed in i”ogical, unscientific, and even mgt]ﬁic fashion.

. The great pro ects of the livi ng creation Point toa creating
Reason and sjgxow us a creating Intell ence, and theg do so §
more luminousj\g and radiantlg todag%‘nan ever before. Thus
we can say today with a new Certitude and 'oyousness that
the human being is indeed a divine Project which only the
creating | nte”igence was strong and great and audacious
enough to conceive of.
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Evolution

Cardinal Ratzinger (1981): The human being is not a mistake
but something willed; he is the fruit of love. He can disclose
in himself, in the bold roject that he is, the language of the
creating lnte”igence tﬁat spcaks to him and that moves him
to say: “Yes, Father you have willed me.”

In short, scientific cliscoverg cannot cx[:)lain the ‘divine

roject’ of the human being alone. Human beings cannot be

understood 139 materialistic causes alone.

Instead, the disciplines of Philosol:)hg and theolog(j, which
reflect on the ”whg” or the meaning of what it means to be
human from a divine and sPiritual imension is needed.
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Evolution

V’CWS abOUt Human Views About Human Evolution, by Religion
ng that humans and other liv

EVOIUtiOﬂ bro‘(en he beginning of time, or humansand other livin
down bﬂ religion things have evolved over t:[megmw»g JHme e e i

existed in have evolved
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Evolution

: Biologgz Seeks to understand the how and when
: Thcolog\(j: Seeks to understand what (nature) anclw_hg.

Problems quicklg begin when science and theologg leave

their areas of expertise and make claims about questions

bcgonc! the comPctcnc9 of their clisciplinc.

. Science cannot answer the questions such as “What is
man’s nature” (body/soul) or “whg does man exist?”

. Theology leaves the c]ucstions of how and when animals
and man have evolved over time to thc natural sciences.

29

Against Polggenism

Polygenism: The theorg t]‘wa’c, since evolution is an

estgg ished fact, all human beings now on earth do not
descend from one human Pair (Adam and Eve), but from
different original human ancestors.

In other words, we did not descend from a single set of
arents, but rat}‘:er a Pool o{: earlg human couples,
indeterminate in number.

. Acts17:26: God made from one the whole human race to
dwell on the entire face of the earth.

Monogenism: The doctrine that the human race derived
from one original human couple, identified in ScriPture with

Adar_ng_nd ?y_e.

30

6/25/22

15



Against Polggenism

. Humani Generis (1950): “thn, however, there is lucstion of

another conjectural opinion, namelg Polggenism, the
children of the Churc bg no means erjog such liberty.

. For the faithful cannot embrace that oPi nion which

maintains either that after Adam there existed on this earth
true men who did not take their origin through natural
generation from him as from the first parents of all, or that
Adam rePresents a certain number ofP first Parents.

31

Against Polggenism

. Humani Generis (1950): Now, it is in no waE apparent how such

an oPinion can be reconciled that which the sources of
revealed truth and the documents of the teaching authority of
the Church Proposecl with regard to original sin which

roceeds from a sin actua”y committed y an individual Adam

in which through generation is Passed onto all and is in
everyone as his own” (Humani Generis37).

. The story of creation and fall of man is a true one, even if it is

written in a stgle different than modern literarg ’cechniclues.

- - Key: The Church gives us a big sandbox to Ela in, but once

you go outside the box, you leave Catholic faith and truth.

32
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. Albert Einstein: Science without religion is lame, rcligion

. Galileo: Science tells us how the heavens £0. Rcligion tells

. Albert Einstein: God does not Play dice.

Fun Quotes

without science is blind.

Fred Hoylc:  have alwags thought it curious that, while most
scientists claim to eschew religion, it actua”g dominates '
their thoughts more than it does the clerng.

us how to £go to hcaven.

lsaac Newton: Gravity explains the motions of the planets,
Sl P

but it cannot explain who sets the Plar\e’cs in motion. 5
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Golclg the Scientist
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