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 With today’s first reading, we have entered to the second half of the book 

of Daniel which is typically classified as “Apocalyptic literature” in terms of 

literary genre.  Apocalyptic literature focuses on coming events using symbolic 

figures and events.  This literature is often produced during a time of 

persecution.  The author writes in coded language to protect his identity. 

 What we hear in our first reading reminds us of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 

about the large statue comprised of different types of metals which we heard 

about in the second chapter. 

 Just as there were four different types of material which make up the 

statue – gold, silver, bronze, and iron, so in Daniel’s dream there are four great 

beasts which come out of the sea.  As with the statue, one common Christian 

interpretation identifies the different beasts with the four successive empires 

that existed before the birth of Christ. 

 The winged lion is the Neo-Babylonian Empire.  The lion’s wings were 

plucked off and the mind of a man was given to it.  In a similar way, 

Nebuchadnezzar, who was struck with temporary insanity and made to eat 

grass like an ox, eventually regained his mind and praised God. 

 The bear is the Medo-Persian (meedo-Persian) Empire which succeeded 

the Babylonians.  The three ribs represent three major conquests by this 

empire.   

 The leopard represents Greece, which increases its empire at amazing 

speed under Alexander the Great.  The four wings represent the four generals 

under Alexander who inherited his empire upon his death.   

 Finally, the terrifying and dreadful beast with iron teeth represents Rome.  

Its horns (which are a symbol of power in the bible) represent the emperors 

who enlarged Rome’s power and military might.   

 As with the stone which smashed the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, 

so we see hear that something – or “someone” in this case – one like the Son of 

Man –will replace all these kingdoms.  His kingship shall not be destroyed. 

 For us today, our first reading teaches us that all earthly kingdoms come 

and go – and there have been a lot of them.  God’s kingdom, however, which is 

mysteriously present in the Church, will always remain.  For our part, my hope 

and prayer is that we stay focused on building up this kingdom in the Church, 

especially during the beautiful season of Advent.  May we find time for prayer 

and grow deeper with the Lord as we wait joyfully for His birth. 


