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Feast of the Dedication of St. John Lateran 

 Given that we are celebrating the Feast of the Dedication of the        

St. John Lateran, I thought it might be helpful to talk about some of the 

symbolism at this Church in Rome and the Church more generally.   

 On the front of St. John Lateran is the phrase in Latin: Of all the 

churches of the city and of the world, head and mother.  St. John Lateran is 

the mother Church of Catholicism. 

 Additionally, there are twelve huge statues on the top of the façade.  

At the center, and rightly so, is a statue of Christ the Savior.  This makes 

sense because without Christ’s death and Resurrection, we would not even 

have the Church and we certainly would not have any saints.  Jesus, our 

Savior, is and will always remains at the center of the Church.  

 Additionally, when walking into St. John’s, there are twelve huge 

statues of the twelve apostles.  The idea is that the Church is founded upon 

the teaching of the Apostles.  Over the main altar, there are two reliquaries 

containing the heads of Peter and Paul, the two great apostles who died in 

Rome.  Of course, you also see the cathedra, or the pope’s chair, because 

St. John Lateran is the cathedral of Rome and the pope’s cathedral. 

 In our readings today we heard from the prophet Ezekiel that water 

was flowing out from the temple.  Ezekiel tells us that the temple faces east 

and water flowed down from the southern side of the temple, south of the 

altar.  And then we are told that wherever this water flows, it makes the salt 

waters fresh. 

 Symbolically, this flowing water foreshadows the true temple, Jesus 

Christ, and the water is the gift of the Holy Spirit that gushes forth from His 

Resurrected Body.  The Church, of course, is the body of Christ in the world 

today.  The Holy Spirit guides the Church and through the sacraments, like 

the water, brings forth new life.  Over the centuries, the Holy Spirit has 

borne fruit in countless lives of people.  Moreover, the Spirit provides 

healing, which is foreshadowed in the leaves for medicine. 

 For us today, we know that the Holy Spirit always gives life to the 

Church and she is always in need of renewal.  Finally, as the Body of Christ, 

we always keep Jesus as the center and remain faithful to the teaching of 

the apostles.  United in Him, we will be the bearers of God’s goodness, 

mercy, and love. 


